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Preface 
 

This work was made much easier than it might have been 
through the work of many others on the Guthrie/Guthrey family 
of Cumberland County, Virginia. Two sources that have been 
especially valuable in finding the ancestors of Thomas Guthrey, 
the subject of this narrative, are notable for the thousands of 
hours spent on genealogical research and for the meticulous 
manner in which they have distinguished inferences supported 
by facts from those that are speculative. When speculation is 
necessary, they are careful to present all the evidence, not just the 
evidence supporting a particular point of view. They are 

1. Joseph A. Guthrie, who wrote Early Virginia Guthries and 
Their Kentucky Descendants, published privately in 1946, 
printed by E. L. Mendenhall, Inc., Kansas City, Missouri. 

2. Ann Guthrie, who maintains the website Guthrie Genealogy: 
Guthrie Ancestry and Genetic Genealogy, which, with its 
associated pages on Ancestry.com, provides an exhaustive 
record of documents associated with many of the Guthrie 
patriarchs in Virginia (and elsewhere).  

Another reference is Wilmer Kerns’ Waltons of Old Virginia,1 
which has a considerable store of Guthrey genealogy, though it 
often leaves one wondering what the  original sources were. 

The Guthrie surname appears with many spelling variations, 
including Guthrey, Guthry, Guthery, Guttery, and the like. 
Spelling was not consistent, even within a given document. I 
have used the spelling Guthrey throughout, except when 

 
1 Wilmer L. Kerns, Waltons of Old Virginia and Sketches of Families in 
Central Virginia: Heritage Books, Westminster, Maryland, 2005, pp 
361-374. 



 
 

quoting sources, because it seemed to be the most common 
spelling within this particular line. 

Many Guthrie genealogists, including Laurence R. Guthrie, the 
author of the major work, American Guthrie and Allied Families, 
have considered the surnames Guttridge, Guthridge, and 
Gutteridge as variations of Guthrie. They are etymologically 
distinct from Guthrie, however, and should be grouped with the 
English spelling Goodrich. 

Unlike most genealogical tomes, this narrative starts with 
Thomas Guthrey, who was born in Cumberland County, 
Virginia, in 1796, and works backwards, in large part because 
that was order in which research was done, and because it makes 
it somewhat easier to present the evidence for each father-son 
relationship. 

We did from the outset know where we were heading, which 
was to another Thomas Guthrey, born probably between 1710 
and 1718. This is because this Thomas Guthrey, who moved to 
Cumberland County around 1750, was the ancestor of most of 
the many Guthreys who populated the county during the next 
50 years.2 

The line of descent discussed here will start with Edward 
Guthrey, who is likely to have been the father of Thomas 
Guthrey, the patriarch, though this has not been proved, and 
probably cannot be. Because there are two Thomas Guthreys in 
this narrative, they have been numbered I and II, and I will 
attempt to use these numbers throughout the remainder of this 
work. 

 
2 Joseph A. Guthrie, Early Virginia Guthries and Their Kentucky 
Descendants, Kansas City, E. L. Mendenhall, 1946, pp 21-25. 



 
 

 

Research on the Guthrey line from Cumberland County is made 
more difficult because the federal censuses in 1790 and 1800 from 
that county have been lost. In addition, almost all the records 
from King William County, where Thomas Guthrey I lived 
before moving to Cumberland County, were lost to a courthouse 
fire in 1885. 

A number of documents have been transcribed in this narrative. 
Faithful transcriptions are generally preferred for historical and 
archival purposes, but I have added punctuation (often missing 
altogether) to make the text more understandable. I have also 
rendered spelled out dates and monetary amounts in numerical 
form, changed upper to lower case on occasion, to correspond to 
modern practice, and corrected spelling, except for names, which 
have been left as they were written. Whenever possible, the 
original documents have been gathered into appendices for 
scrutiny by the reader. 
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Thomas Guthrey II 
 

The Thomas Guthrey who is the main subject of this narrative 
lived to the age of 93, but left few traces on the pages of federal, 
state, and county documents that typically chronicled the life of 
people who lived in America.3  

Much of what is known about Thomas Guthrey II actually stems 
from two short biographies of his son, Charles Guthrey, which 
resulted from the fact that Charles served one term in the 
Tennessee legislature, from 1885 to 1887, as a Republican from 
McMinn County. One biography was published in 1969 as part 
of a project by the Tennessee State Library and Archives to collect 
information on the people who had been members of the 
Tennessee General Assembly.4 

Born at Huntsville, Madison County, Alabama, October 22, 
1824; son of Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Guthrey, both of whom 
were natives of Virginia. Extent of Charles’s schooling not 
determined. He was married Jan. 19, 1845, to Elizabeth 
Chrisman; as of 1885, there had been ten children, one of 
whom was deceased; the nine living at the time included – 
Charles W., Mary, Sarah, Martha, Virginia, Thomas, Julia, 
John, and Flora. 

Subject was brought by parents to McMinn County when 
only a few months old. In his maturity he farmed in 3rd civil 
district of county, with Athens as Post-office address. Justice 

 
3 Especially men, because most documents were connected with the 
heads of households, including the federal censuses until 1850, the 
first one to list the names of every person in the household (but not 
slaves). 
4 Tennessee State Library and Archives, Biographical Directory, 
Tennessee General Assembly, 1796-1969, Preliminary Sketches, Issue 10, 
McMinn County, 1969, pp 19-20; accessed at familysearch.org. 
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of the peace and chairman of county court one term. Member 
Baptist Church. Died Mar. 18, 1906; buried in McMahan 
Cemetery near Athens… 

Spelled name Guthrey; House Journal spelled it Guthrie, 
seemingly incorrect. 

The primary source for the foregoing was another biography, 
written almost a century earlier, specifically on the members of 
the 44th General Assembly.5 

 

 
5 Mrs. Lorenzo D. Whitson, “Personal Sketches of members of the 
Forty-fourth General Assembly”, Nashville, Southern Methodist 
Publishing House, 1885, p 116. 
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Thomas Guthrey II, the father of Charles Guthrey, obviously 
lived in Alabama, and later in Tennessee, but he and his wife 
were born in Virginia, and our story commences there. 
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Cumberland County, Virginia 
 

Thomas Guthrey II was born in 1796,6 in Cumberland County, a 
small county in central Virginia.7 

 

We will look at where in Cumberland County the Guthrey 
family lived later in this chapter. Thomas lived there until his 
father, Henry Guthrey, died in the first half of 1808, when 
Thomas was 11 years old, and for about three years afterwards. 

Henry left a wife named Patsey, 11 children, four slaves,8 309 
acres of land, and no will. 

At the May 1808 session of the county court, the sheriff of 
Cumberland County was appointed administrator of the estate.9 

 
6 From his tombstone. Federal censuses are all consistent with this. A 
birthdate of August 2, 1796 is found in many family trees, but its 
source is obscure. 
7 About 300 square miles in area, with a current population of 
approximately 10,000. 
8 Joe, Simon, Kate, and Chloe, Cumberland County Will Book 3, p 427. 
9 Cumberland County Court Order Book, 1807-1815, p 121. Viewed at 
familysearch.org. 
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In July 1808, the appointment of the sheriff was confirmed, and 
he was given a specific charge.10 

 

Transcribed, the text is 

Ordered that the Sheriff of this county be appointed 
administrator of the estate of Henry Guthry, deceased, and 
that at any time after the 1st day of December next, he 
proceed to sell so much of said estate as will be sufficient to 
satisfy the debts due from said estate on a credit of twelve 
months. 

This order allowed the sheriff at least five months to find Henry’s 
creditors so he could determine how much of Henry’s property 
to sell. 

The sheriff appointed George Perkins to take an inventory of the 
estate, which he completed on December 8, 1808. The inventory 
was submitted to the county court at its May session in 1809.11 It 
describes the environment Thomas was exposed to as a child, 
typical of a Virginia farm (they would have called it a plantation) 
in the early 19th century. Among the items were a candle stand 
(with the snuffers) and a candle mold, the means by which the 
house was lit at night. There were two of Henry’s straight razors, 
a hone, two razor cases with strops, and a shaving box, which 
held the shaving equipment and probably had a mirror. The 
inventory included numerous tools, including sheep shears 

 
10 Ibid., p 123. 
11 Cumberland County Will Book 3, pp 427-428. 
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All of the kitchen contents were listed, along with three cotton 
spinning wheels. These were in Patsey’s domain, but they were 
nevertheless part of Henry’s inventory, and they were auctioned 
off, along with everything else. Patsey had to buy everything she 
needed to keep. The items in her household that she didn’t buy 
were sold to others, and Patsey had to watch. That was simply 
how things were done then.12 The items auctioned even included 
the family bible!13 

And there were four slaves, names Joe, Simon, Kate, and Chloe. 
These were by far the most valuable of Henry’s assets, but there 
was a major problem. Since Henry left a widow and eleven 
children, the slaves could not be divided among them without a 
rather large compensation being made to the eight heirs who did 
not get one. We don’t know how Joe, Simon, Kate, and Chloe 
were related. There may have been a husband, a wife, children. 
We don’t know, but whatever relationships there might have 
been, they would be severed when the slaves were sold.14 

The processing of estates in the early 1800s required a 
considerable time to complete. A decedent’s personal property 
could usually be distributed to the heirs within two years, taking 
that long because locating creditors and debtors was a time-
consuming affair. Land distribution was another matter. If the 
decedent left a widow, then a dower, equal to one-third of all 
land holdings to include the home, was usually allotted very 
quickly after the widow applied for it.15  The remaining land 

 
12 When the widow bid at an estate auction, it was customary for no 
one to overbid, and she usually acquired what she wanted at very low 
prices.  
13 In estate auctions at the time, bibles were typically bought by the 
widow for one cent. 
14 It was sometimes the case in the old South that children, male and 
female, lived near their parents, such that if the slaves were divided, 
they did not have to change quarters. In Henry’s case, the children 
were too young. 
15 This land did not belong to the widow. It was hers to use for the rest 
of her life, but she did not own it and could not bequeath it upon her 
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might also be divided almost immediately, especially if the heirs 
were agreeable but only if it was certain that the estate would be 
solvent after settling debts. A division was more likely to occur 
quickly if the decedent had been a widower. If he left a wife, the 
land distribution often dragged out until the widow died, unless 
the heirs (i.e., the children) pressed.16  

In Henry Guthrey’s case, the land distribution was hastened to 
some extent by a demand from Henry’s oldest son, Bernard, to 
divide the estate. This demand did not receive immediate 
approval and thus required the intervention of the court. This in 
turn required that Bernard enter a suit against his siblings and 
his mother, even if they were agreeable to a distribution.  

Most of the children (including Thomas) were minors, as is 
revealed by the original documents (see Appendix 1). 

Bernard’s petition was as follows.17 

To the County Court of Cumberland, sitting in Chancery: 

Your complainant, Bernard Guthry, show unto your 
worships that Henry Guthry some time since departed this 
life intestate and possessed of a tract of land lying in this 
county, also four Negroes, to wit, Joe, Cate, Chloe, and 
Simon, and other personal estate, leaving issue eleven 
children.  

 
death. When she died, it went back to the husband’s estate and was 
distributed to the heirs then, if it had not previously arranged who 
would inherit it. 
16 Otherwise, the land would either have to be divided twice, first the 
non-dower land then later the dower land, or all at once, leaving some 
heirs with dower land that could not be used until the widow died. 
The land might be sold instead of divided, each heir receiving a cash 
settlement, but that still left the dower land (which could not be sold) 
to be acted upon after the widow’s death. 
17 Cumberland County Chancery Court, Case 1815-005, 
www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/full_case_detail.asp?CFN=049-1815-
005. 
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That your complainant is one of the children of the said 
Henry Guthry, deceased, and as such is entitled in equal 
proportion to the estate of the said Henry Guthry, deceased, 
under the statute of distribution of intestates’ estates.  

That Elizabeth Cox, widow of Henry Cox, deceased, is one 
of the children of the said Henry, Charles Lewis and Sarah, 
his wife, who is also one of the children of the said Henry, 
and Polly Guthry, Ann Guthry, Walker Guthry, Thomas 
Guthry, David Guthry, Martha Guthry, and Henry Guthry, 
children of the said Henry, are likewise entitled to their 
distributive shares in the estate of the said Henry.18 

That Patsey Guthry, widow and relict of the said Henry, is 
first entitled to her dower in the estate of the said Henry, 
whom, together with those aforenamed, your complainant 
prays may be made defendants to this bill. 

That your complainant and the above-mentioned 
defendants are the only persons entitled to the distribution 
of the estate of the said Henry. 

Your complainant further shows that George Perkins, as 
deputy for Codrington Carrington, sheriff of Cumberland, 
who your complainant prays may be made defendant to this 
bill, has taken upon himself the administration of the said 
estate, as will appear by reference to the record of this court, 
consequently is in the possession of the whole of the personal 
estate of the said Henry Guthry, deceased. 

That your complainant has applied to the said George 
Perkins, administrator, to divide the personal estate of the 
said Henry Guthry, deceased, agreeably to the statute in 
such case made and provided, after dower assigned to 
Patsey Guthry, widow, etc. 

That your complainant has also applied to the above-
mentioned defendants, who are entitled to distribution of 
said estate, to come to a fair and equal division of the said 

 
18 For some reason the petition omits the name of Nancy Guthrey 
here, but she appears in a second list near the end of the petition. 
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tract of land, but all of the said defendants have refused to 
comply with this equitable request, unless by order and 
decree of this court. 

That as there are eleven children of the said Henry Guthry, 
and but four slaves belonging to the said estate, it will be 
impossible to effect a division of said slaves without making 
sale of them. 

Your complainant therefore prays that your worships would 
order and decree a division of the said estate among the 
complainant and the other children of the said Henry 
Guthry, agreeably to their respective rights. 

That your worships would appoint proper and fit persons to 
lay off and assign to the said Patsey Guthry her dower in the 
estate of the said Henry, and that the said commissioners be 
directed to make sale of the residue of the said slaves and 
land, after assigning the widow her dower in them, so as to 
effect a division, and that the proceeds be divided among the 
said children. 

That the said George Perkins be compelled to render 
according to law an account of his administration of the 
estate of the said Henry Guthry, deceased, before the said 
commissioners, and come to a settlement of the same with 
them. 

That the said Polly Guthry, Ann Guthry, Walker Guthry, 
Thomas Guthry, Nancy Guthry, David Guthry, Martha 
Guthry, and Henry Guthry are all infants under the age of 
twenty-one years. 

That your worships would grant proper process to compel 
the defendants to appear and answer the allegations herein 
set forth and such other and further relief as the nature and 
circumstances of the case may require. 

That the whole tract of land, including the widow’s dower, 
should be laid off into eleven lots, the share of each distribute 
would not be worth one hundred dollars. 
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The petition was not dated, nor were the several responses to be 
reproduced below. However, the county court took up the suit 
at their April session in 1809.19 Thus, Bernard Guthrey’s petition 
was probably written in March or April of that year.  

Bernard’s petition is notable in several respects. We are informed 
clearly that there were 11 children entitled to shares in Henry’s 
estate, and eight were minors in 1809, including Thomas, who 
was born in 1796. 

The April 1809 entry in the minutes of the county court is 
reproduced below, with an attempt at a faithful transcription 
following. 

 

Bernard Guthrey, plaintiff 
 against 
Elizabeth Cox, Charles Lewis and Sarah his wife, Polly 
Guthrey, Ann Guthrey, Thomas Guthrey, David Guthrey, 
Walker Guthrey, Martha Guthrey, Henry Guthrey, 
Alexander Guthrey an infant by George Perkins who is 
appointed his guardian ad litem of the infant children of 
Henry Guthrey, deceased.  

The term ad litem means for the purposes of and for the duration 
of the case. Overall, however, this entry is nearly unintelligible,20 

 
19 Cumberland County Court Order Book, 1807-1815, p 204. Viewed at 
familysearch.org. 
20 One might even punctuate the minutes such that Alexander 
Guthrey is identified as a child fathered by George Perkins. 
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and Nancy Guthrey was (again) omitted from the list of children. 
It appears from the entry in the minutes as if Alexander Guthrey 
were one of the children, but he was actually an uncle of the 
Guthrey children, and it was he who was appointed as guardian 
ad litem.  

The court was presented with Bernard Guthrey’s petition, shown 
above, and with several responses, which are reproduced in 
Appendix 1. One came from Patsey, the widow: 

The answer of Patsey Guthry to a bill in chancery exhibited 
against her and others by Bernard Guthry, in the County 
Court of Cumberland. 

Who for answer thereto says that she admits that she, as the 
widow of Henry Guthry, deceased, is entitled to her dower 
of the estate of said Henry, that she admits the complainant’s 
statement in said bill and has no objection to the court’s 
appointing commissioners to lay off and assign to her dower 
in said estate, or to such other decree as the court may think 
reasonable, and therefore prays to be dismissed with costs, 
etc.. 

This letter must have had some effect, because Patsey Guthrey 
was not named as a defendant in the court minutes, even though 
Bernard, in his petition, had asked that she be made one. 

In its April 1809 session, the court issued the following order as 
an initial response to Bernard Guthrey’s petition.21 

On hearing the bill and answer it is ordered and decreed that 
James Wilson, Bernard Sims, William  M. Thornton, Thomas 
M. Deane, and John Gilliam, or any three of them, be 
appointed commissioners to settle with George Perkins, the 
administrator of the said decedent’s estate, and it is further 
ordered and decreed that they do lay off and allot to Patsy 
Guthry, widow and relict of the said Henry, her dower of the 
said estate, and that they do also proceed to sell the said 
estate, real and personal, and that they lay off, allot, and 

 
21 Ibid. 
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divide the same among the legatees of the said deceased 
according to the prayer of the plaintiff’s bill, acceded to in 
the answers, and make report to court of their proceedings 
herein in order to [make] a final decree. 

This command included, implicity, the directive to sell the 
slaves, as part of the personal estate.  

In 1811, Patsey Guthrey died. Illustrating how slowly the 
machinery worked, the commission appointed by the foregoing 
order had by then laid off the dower for Patsey but had not yet 
recorded it, and they had not sold the rest of the land in order to 
divide the proceeds. At the May 1811 session of the county court, 
the commissioners were given new instructions.22 

 

Transcribed, this reads 

Ordered that the same commissioners heretofore appointed 
by an order of this Court to lay off this widow’s dower and 
divide the balance between the legatees, do proceed to 
divide the said dower estate as well as the balance aforesaid 
among the plaintiff and defendants, according to their 
respective rights, the widow having departed this life since 
the making [of] the aforesaid order. 

At the May session, the court did not revise the list of minor 
children, though one would suspect that one or two had come of 
age in the two years since the previous court order. However, in 
September 1811, we glean some of that information from the fact 
that more permanent guardians were appointed for several of 
Henry Guthrey’s children. 

 
22 Cumberland County Court Order Book, 1807-1815, p 520. Viewed at 
familysearch.org. 
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William Seay was appointed guardian of Henry and Martha, and 
James Wilson was appointed guardian of Thomas and David.23 
So at least these four were minors. The children at this point were 
true orphans, and the guardian in such cases frequently took the 
ward(s) into his home.24 Thus, a likely answer to the question of 
where Thomas Guthrey II lived after the death of his father is 
that he spent three years (1808-1811) in the family home with his 
mother and was in the home of James Wilson thereafter. 

The commissioners did finally sell Henry Guthrey’s land in 1813, 
but in a surprise twist, 165 acres, constituting all the land Henry 
had bought in Cumberland County,25 was sold to Bernard 
Guthrey.26 The remaining land in Henry’s estate was probably in 
another county.27 

Bernard Guthrey’s purchase gives us some insight into the 
location of the Henry Guthrey homestead, where Thomas 
Guthrey II spent his first 15 years. While the 1813 deed of 
purchase contains no useful description of the land, in 1818 
Bernard sold it to his cousin William, and he provided one useful 

 
23 Cumberland County Court Order Book, 1811-1815, p 11. Viewed at 
familysearch.org. 
24 The guardian arranged for the ward’s schooling, and for room and 
board. These, along with clothing and incidentals, were normally 
charged against the ward’s portion of the estate. 
25 Cumberland County Deed Book 6, p 10; Book 7, p 505. 
26 It was stated throughout Bernard Guthrey’s court proceedings that 
Henry Guthrey died possessing 309 acres, yet Cumberland County 
records show only 168 acres (one deed for 68 and another for 100, 
which was entered twice), which, apparently resurveyed, amounted 
to 165 acres when Bernard bought it. 
27 It might have been inherited by Henry or Patsey from a parent, 
grandparent, or other relative in King William County, where Henry 
was born. Almost all King William County records were destroyed in 
a fire in 1885. 
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reference point in the deed, the relevant part of which is 
transcribed here:28 

…containing 161¼ acres,29 be the same more or less, and 
lying on the north side of the road leading from Ca Ira to 
Cumberland courthouse and adjoins the land of William 
Guthrey senior, William Starkey, John Starkey, William 
Brown, and William Dunford. 

One of Henry Guthrey’s original deeds stated that the land lay 
“among the branches of Pidy Creek, runs of Willises river”,30 
another useful reference.31 

Almost miraculously, there is a map that shows exactly where 
Thomas II grew up, created by the Confederate Engineer Bureau 
in 1864 and displayed on the next page.32  

As noted above, Bernard Guthrey sold the Guthrey home and 
farm to his cousin, William Guthrey. William died in 1848, 
leaving the property to his son Edward. Edward died in 1853, 
but his widow, Louisa, continued to live on the farm. She and 
five of their children who lived with her were the only Guthreys 
in Cumberland County on the 1860 census, and the farm is 
shown on the map below as “Mrs. Guthrie”. The small town of 
Ca Ira lies to the west (towards top left) of Mrs. Guthrie, and the 
tiny county seat is prominently marked to the east (towards 
bottom right) of Mrs. Guthrie as “Court House”. The river at the 
top (northwest) end of the map was called the Big Willis. Today 
it is just the Willis River. 

 
28 Cumberland County Deed Book 12, p 314. 
29 The acreage dropped again, following a more accurate survey. 
30 Cumberland County Deed Book 7, p 505; 100 acres. 
31 Pidy Creek (or Pidy Rock Creek) is now called Rock Point Creek. 
32 Map of Cumberland County, Virginia, Confederate Engineer Bureau, 
Richmond, Virginia, General J. F. Gilmer, chief engineer, 1864; Library 
of Congress Permalink lccn.loc.gov/2012589227. Oriented with north 
pointing towards the top right corner. 
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The image below shows the approximate location of Henry 
Guthrey’s plantation on a modern map. North is towards the 
top. The road from Ca Ira (now an abandoned town) to the 
Cumberland Courthouse is shown, and is substantially the same 
as it was in 1864. The plantation now lies within the Cumberland 
State Forest. 
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The map below shows the Guthrey plantation (a green dot) on a 
map of Cumberland County. 
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The Guthrey farm can also be positioned on a portion of an 1864 
U.S. Army map of Central Virginia. 

 

The river at the north end of the map is the James. The Guthrey 
plantation lay between the Willis River on the west and the 
Appomatox River on the east. And that was the home of Thomas 
Guthrey II until he was 15. 
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As mentioned above, we surmise that from 1811 on, Thomas 
Guthrey lived with his appointed guardian, James Wilson. 
Unfortunately, James Wilson was not counted in the 1820 census 
of Cumberland County.33 By 1820, however, Thomas Guthrey II 
had reached legal age and was no longer a ward. He too is not to 
be found on the 1820 Cumberland County census but could have 
been living and working on someone else’s farm, in which case 
he would have been counted as part of that household. 

In any case, he was not going to remain much longer in 
Cumberland County. 

  

 
33 James Wilson was also absent from the Cumberland County tax lists 
from that period. He was on the 1830 census of Cumberland County. 
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Madison County, Alabama 
 

We know that Thomas Guthrey II left Virginia for Alabama, 
because his son Charles was born in October 1823 in Madison 
County, Alabama,  as attested to by the biographical note written 
by Mrs. Lorenzo Whitson cited earlier.34  

The key figure in this translocation was Thomas’s older brother, 
Bernard Guthrey, who, the reader will recall, bought the Guthrey 
plantation in Cumberland County from his father’s estate in 1813 
and then sold it in January 1818 to his cousin, William Guthrey.  

Bernard had just months earlier married Rebecca Byrd and 
started a family. Selling land was the opposite of what most new 
couples endeavored to do, but perhaps Bernard was already 
laying plans to leave. In the summer of 1820, when the census 
was taken, he was still living in Cumberland County, and he and 
Rebecca had two children.  

Then something happened. 

We don’t know what. Rebecca and the children probably 
succumbed to an illness.35 At any rate, the next record of Bernard 
was of his death in 1822, and at that time he had neither wife nor 
child. 

But we have gotten slightly ahead of the story. During the War 
of 1812, Bernard volunteered for the Virginia militia and joined 
Captain Allan’s Company in Lt. Col. William Trueheart’s 

 
34 Mrs. Lorenzo D. Whitson, “Personal Sketches of members of the 
Forty-fourth General Assembly”, Nashville, Southern Methodist 
Publishing House, 1885, p 116. 
35 A Rebecca Guthrey was a head of household on the 1830 census of 
Cumberland County, but she was the widow of Bernard’s uncle, 
William Guthrey. 
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regiment.36 Its activities centered primarily on the defense of 
Richmond.  

After the war, Bernard Guthrey applied for a bounty land 
warrant, and the application was approved,37 though we don’t 
know when he was issued his warrant, nor for how much land. 
In fact, there is no record of Bernard Guthrey having seated his 
warrant, and we can speculate that death took him before he had 
the warrant in hand.  

It appears that, expecting the warrant, he intended to take up 
federal land in northern Alabama within a vast swathe of land 
that had been ceded to the United States by the Chickasaw tribe 
in 1805.38 Bernard left Cumberland County for Alabama in 1820 
or 1821. 

Accompanying him was his younger brother, Thomas Guthrey 
II. According to the biographical note on Charles Guthrey 
quoted earlier, Thomas lived in Madison County, Alabama, near 
Huntsville, the county seat, when Charles was born in 1823. 
Thomas had probably been living in Madison County for more 
than a year, because when Bernard Guthrey died in November, 
1822, the probate of his estate was handled in Madison County. 

Though Bernard had not yet acquired land in Alabama, he had 
significant assets, most notably 11 slaves. In July, several months 
before his death, he wrote a short and curious will:39 

 
36 Virginia Militia of the War of 1812, Vol I, Militia Entitled to Land Bounty 
under the Act of Congress of Sept 28, 1850, Richmond, Virginia, William 
F. Ritchie, Public Printer, 1851, p 43. 
37 Warrant Number 55-160-21286, National Archives, Bounty-Land 
Warrant Applications Index, Index of approved and disapproved 
bounty-land applications for soldiers who served post-Revolutionary 
War, 1790-1855, accessed at fold3.com. 
38 The United States paid $20,000 for 2,250,000 acres in parts of three 
states. 
39 Madison County Estate Files, Loose Records, Case No. 603. 
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In the name of God amen, I, Bernard Guthrey of Madison 
County, State of Alabama, do make and ordain this my last 
will and testament in manner following, viz., 

It is my will that all my property be divided, as the law of 
this state directs, between all my brothers and sisters except 
one brother by the name of Thomas Guthrey; to him I only 
give the sum of twenty shillings and no more. 

I further nominate and appoint my friends Henry Chambers 
and James Wiggins executors to this, my last will and 
testament. In witness whereof I hereunto set my hand and 
seal this 14th July 1822.  

The will was produced in court on November 11, 1822. 

After Thomas and Bernard moved to Alabama, it appears that 
Bernard had a parting of ways with Thomas, the only sibling to 
move to Alabama with him. 

Bernard Guthrey’s estate dragged on, as many probate cases 
tended to do. It was finally settled in 1833, and the estate assets, 
amounting to $1,487, were distributed among the nine heirs, that 
is, all of Bernard’s brothers and sisters except for Thomas.40 

Thomas Guthrey II married Catharine Cox in January, 1823, in 
Lawrence County, Alabama. His marriage bond, the original of 
which is displayed in Appendix 2, reads as follows: 

Know all men by their presents that we, Thomas Gutrey and 
Bennet Cox, are held and firmly bound unto Israel Pickens, 
Governor of this State of Alabama, and by successors in 
office in the sum of $200, for the payment of which sum we 
bind ourselves and heirs, executors, administrators, and 

 
40 1. Sarah (by her husband, Charles Lewis); 2. Ann (by her husband, 
John Wheeler); 3. Mary (Polly) Chenault (widow of ? Chenault); 4. 
David Guthrey; 5. Henry Guthrey; 6. Martha Guthrey; 7. Walker 
Guthrey; 8. Nancy (by her husband, Guglielmus Coleman); 9. Heirs of 
Elizabeth (Guthrey) Cox, deceased. 
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assigns, jointly and severally, firmly by these presents. 
Sealed with our seals and dates the 19th day of January, 1823. 

The condition of the above obligation is such that, whereas 
the above bound Thomas Gutry has this day prayed from the 
Clerk of the County Court of the County of Lawrence in the 
state aforesaid a license authorizing him to marry Catharine 
Cox of said county, now therefore, if no lawful cause exist 
why the marriage should not or not to take place, then this 
obligation to be void, otherwise to remain in full force and 
virtue. 

The bond was executed on January 19, 1823, but we don’t know 
the exact day Thomas and Catharine were married. It was 
normally very shortly after the date of the bond. 

According to a number of Cox family trees, Catharine Cox was 
the daughter of Isham Cox and his wife Catharine. Isham and 
much of his family had relocated from Roane County, Tennessee, 
to Limestone County, Alabama, and neighboring Lawrence 
County. Isham’s wife, Catharine, was born Catharine Cox, the 
daughter of Bartlett Cox of Cumberland County, Virginia,41 and 
third cousin of Isham Cox. Catharine Cox (the elder) grew up in 
Cumberland County and had the opportunity to become 
acquainted with the Guthreys of that county. 

But there was more to it than just residing in the same county, 
small as that county might be. Thomas II’s older sister Elizabeth 
married a man also named Cox, the evidence for which will 
appear in a later chapter. Mr. Cox, whose first name is not known 
with any certainty, died young, well before Thomas II married.42 

 
41 Emma Middleton Wells, The History of Roane County Tennessee, 1801-
1870, Chattanooga, TN, Lookout Publishing Company, 1927, p 164. 
42 Elizabeth Guthrey’s husband was probably Matthew Cox. Elizabeth 
(Guthrey) Cox was a widow in 1813, and tax rolls for Cumberland 
County show that a Matthew Cox was taxed up to the year 1813, but 
not afterwards. His relationship to Bartlet Cox, grandfather of 
Catharine (Cox) Guthrey, is unknown. Matthew may well have been 
Bartlet Cox’s son, and therefore a brother of Catharine (Cox) Guthrey. 
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If he too was a son of Bartlet Cox, as seems likely, then the 
Guthrey-Cox connection in Alabama was more than just the 
result of an acquaintance in Virginia. 

And that’s not all. James Wilson, Thomas Guthrey’s guardian in 
Cumberland County, married a Sarah Cox.43 No relationship of 
Sarah Cox to other members of the Cox family in Cumberland 
County has been established, but it would not be surprising if 
Sarah was also a daughter of Bartlet Cox and a half-sister of 
Catharine Cox.44  

Thomas Guthrey II lived near Huntsville, Alabama, while his 
bride, Catharine, probably lived about 30 miles west of him, near 
or at a plantation belonging to Joshua Cox, Catharine’s older 
brother. He lived just barely across the county line in Lawrence 
County (red dot on map below).  

 

After they were married, Thomas and Catharine Guthrey settled 
at whatever plantation Thomas was working on in Madison 
County. Thomas owned no land of his own. Charles Guthrey 

 
43 National Society of the Daughters of the Revolution, Lineage Book, 
Washington, DC, Vol 61, 1907, p 225. 
44 Bartlet(t) Cox apparently had two wives, and virtually nothing is 
known about the first one, who was Catharine Cox’s mother. 
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was their first child, but his date of birth is difficult to pin down, 
because there are three dates, all with enough plausibility that 
they cannot be discarded. 

The most widely accepted date is October 22, 1824. This is the 
date published by the Tennessee State Library and Archives in 
1969.45 It is also the date engraved on Charles Guthrey’s 
tombstone. 

Mrs. Lorenzo Whitson stated in her biographical note that 
Charles was born exactly one year earlier, on October 22, 1823.46 
Other factors being equal, one tends to give more credence to 
earlier sources, who perhaps had access to still earlier 
documents. In addition, however, the October 1823 date is 
consistent with Charles’ reported age on the 1850, 1860, 1870, 
and 1880 censuses. Perhaps the 1824 date came about because 
someone thought that the interval between the marriage and the 
birth, precisely nine months and three days if the October 1823 
birthdate is to be believed, was too short for propriety. 

Or maybe exactly long enough. On the 1900 census, the only one 
to ask for the month and year of birth before 1960, Charles 
Guthrey was listed as born in December, 1822, which would lend 
the subsequent marriage a shotgun quality. There is no other 
supporting evidence for the December 1822 birthdate, but it isn’t 
hard to imagine that if Charles was in fact born before Thomas 
and Catharine were married, then Thomas and Catharine might 
well have assigned Charles a new birthdate, conveniently 9.0 
months after marriage. And then, after some thought, changed 
the year from 1823 to 1824. 

 
45 Tennessee State Library and Archives, Biographical Directory, 
Tennessee General Assembly, 1796-1969, Preliminary Sketches, Issue 10, 
McMinn County, 1969, pp 19-20; accessed at familysearch.org. 
46 Mrs. Lorenzo D. Whitson, “Personal Sketches of members of the 
Forty-fourth General Assembly”, Nashville, Southern Methodist 
Publishing House, 1885, p 116. 
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That would be easily accomplished when they moved to 
Tennessee. 
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McMinn County, Tennessee 
 

Thomas Guthrey II moved to McMinn County, Tennessee, in 
October, 1824, according to the earlier of the two biographies 
cited above.47 Thomas farmed, but I can find no evidence that he 
ever owned land. He also never owned a slave. 

Only a few 19th century McMinn County tax lists remain. They 
include the years 1829 to 1832. Thomas was listed in the first 
three of these, in which he was shown as owning no taxable 
property. He was not on the 1832 list, probably an accidental 
omission, because he was again on the 1836 list.48 Thomas had to 
pay a total of 37½ cents that year, which was the poll tax, i.e., a 
tax on all male citizens eligible to vote. 

On the censuses of 1850 and 1860, Thomas and Catharine 
Guthrey were recorded as living near the plantations of the 
Snyder (or Snider) family, one of whom would later become a 
son-in-law of Thomas and Catharine and still later take Thomas 
into their own home.  

Before Thomas moved in with his daughter and son-in-law, he 
had to have rented (or sharecropped) someone’s land, and it 
could well have been one of the Snyders. The Snyder properties 
were almost certainly located on a waterway known as the 
Snyder Branch of North Mouse Creek, northwest of the town of 
Athens. On the map below, it is in close proximity to another 
branch, now called the Guthrie Branch. Interstate 75 crosses both 
branches, but County Road 213 is a better locator for the land 
Thomas and Catharine farmed.  

 
47 Mrs. Lorenzo D. Whitson, op. cit. 
48 The years in between are missing. 
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A larger map shows the location of the land the Guthreys farmed 
in relation to the town of Athens. 
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Catharine (Cox) Guthrey died in 1860,49 after the 1860 census 
was taken, and is buried in the Cohoby cemetery on Big Spring 
Creek, which can also be seen on the map, the next water feature 
northwest of North Mouse Creek. Both Big Spring and North 
Mouse Creeks flow into the Hiwassee River, and from there into 

 
49 From her tombstone, which reads Catherine Guthrey 1800-1860. 
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the Tennessee, the large waterway in the northwest corner of the 
map above. 

McMinn County was spared the battles of the Civil War that 
ravaged a great part of Tennessee. Thomas remained in McMinn 
County the rest of his life. He died in 1890. 
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The Children of Thomas and 
Catharine Guthrey 
 

The 1850 census, the first to list names of all household members, 
gives us a snapshot of the Guthrey family, though a late one, 
since several of the children had left home by then. 

Name Age 
Thomas Guthrie 54 
Catherine Guthrie 50 
Judy Ann Guthrie 27 
Elizabeth Guthrie 18 
Martha Guthrie 15 
Catharine Guthrie 8 

The children of which we can find some record are the subject of 
this chapter. 

 

1. Charles Henry Guthrey 

Charles was (possibly) born on October 22, 1823, in McMinn 
County, Tennessee.50 He married Elizabeth Chrisman in 1846, 
and the couple moved to Georgia for a few years before 
returning to McMinn County, where they remained the rest of 
their lives. Charles (who preferred to use his middle name, 
Henry, later in life) was too old (38) to be conscripted when the 
war started. However, the age limit was extended to 45 by the 
Confederate Congress in September 1862. Only the eastern part 
of Tennessee was under Confederate control at the time. In 
February, 1863, the Confederate government, in desperate need 

 
50 The censuses from 1850, 1860, 1870, and 1880 are consistent with the 
October 1823 birthdate (for example, in 1850 he was 26, not yet having 
had his 27th birthday in October).  
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of troops, pursued with vigor the new conscripts in eastern 
Tennessee who failed to report.51 

 

Charles Henry Guthrey was one of those draftees who had not 
reported. He had probably evaded service because his 
sympathies (like those of a majority of McMinn County 
residents) were with the Union. A newspaper notice reported a 
reward for his capture (despite the hyperbolic headline, the 
reward was $30 per person, or $420 for all 14 people on the list).52 

 
51 Athens Post, 6 Feb 1863, p 4. 
52 Athens Post, 27 Feb 1863, p 4. 
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Although Tennessee was a Confederate state, it gradually fell 
under Union occupation during the war. By August 1863, Union 
armies garrisoned all the major towns in eastern Tennessee, and 
Charles Henry Guthrey no longer had to worry about 
conscription. 

He returned to farming and later served one term in the 
Tennessee legislature as a Republican representative from 
McMinn County. Charles Henry Guthrey died in 1906. 

 

2. William Guthrey  

There is no documentary evidence for the existence of William 
Guthrey, but a few family trees state that he was born in 1825 
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and died in 1848. As reported on the 1830 census, there were two 
boys in Thomas Guthrey II’s household, one between five and 
nine years old (Charles), the other under five, who might have 
been William. 

 

3. Judy Ann Guthrey 

Judy married John A. M. Rudd in 1855 in McMinn County. They 
moved to western Missouri, where they lived in Lafayette and 
Cass Counties for around 20 years. John Rudd enlisted in the 
Missouri Fifth Cavalry, fighting for the Confederate side.53 John 
and Judy moved back to McMinn County in the 1870s with their 
three children.  

 

4. Elizabeth Jane Guthrey 
5. Elizabeth Sarah Guthrey 

The two Elizabeths were twins, born in 1832. Elizabeth Jane 
married Simeon W. Reed in McMinn County in 1851. They had 
one child, Catharine, and then Elizabeth Jane died in 1855.54 

Three years later, Simeon married Elizabeth Jane’s younger sister 
Catharine. Simeon was a blacksmith, an essential occupation 
during the Civil War, and thus he did not serve. 

Elizabeth Sarah Guthrey married James Madison Harp in April 
1850, in Madison County, Arkansas, giving the impression that 
they eloped.55 They moved to Missouri in the 1850s. James 

 
53 Many family trees confuse John A. M. Rudd with a John A. Rudd 
who was (according to later newspaper articles) a major with the 
Confederate Army in the southwest. John A. M. Rudd enlisted as a 
private and was discharged as a private. 
54 She died on April 2, 1855, according to her tombstone. 
55 Madison County records were destroyed, but Elizabeth supplied 
the date and place in her application for a widow’s pension. 
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fought for the Union in the Civil War and died at the Battle of 
Mount Pleasant in 1864. 

Elizabeth lived in Christian County, Missouri, after the war. She 
died there in late 1875 or early 1876.56 

 

6. Martha F. Guthrey 

Martha was born in September 1835, according to her tombstone. 
She married Robert Montgomery Snyder in McMinn County in 
1854. Like Simeon Reed, Montgomery Snyder was a blacksmith 
before and during the Civil War, which kept him out of an army 
uniform. After the war, Montgomery was principally a farmer. 

The Snyders were childless. After Catharine (Cox) Guthrey died 
in 1860, Thomas went to live with Montgomery and Martha on 
their farm. 

Montgomery and Martha lived out their lives in McMinn 
County. Montgomery Snyder died in 1901 and Martha in 1921. 

 

7. Catharine Drusilla Guthrey 
 

Catharine was born in 1843, a late addition to the Guthrey family. 
As mentioned above, she married her brother-in-law, Simeon W. 
Reed, after Elizabeth Jane, Catharine’s sister, died. The marriage 
took place in December, 1858, at which time Catharine was 15 
years old. 

 

 

 
56 Her older son was appointed guardian to the estate of her younger 
son in February, 1876, from which we assume that Elizabeth Sarah 
Harp died one to three months earlier. 
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Others? 

There may have been other children whose names are lost to 
posterity. In fact, there must be at least one, because the 
biographical material cited in the previous chapter stated that 
Charles H. Guthrey was the oldest of three sons of Thomas and 
Catharine Guthrey. Yet we have a name for only one of Charles’ 
brothers – William – and the evidence concerning him is 
extremely weak. 

One possibility might suggest itself, and that is Shadrach 
Guthrey, who was born in 1830 and listed on the census of 
McMinn County in 1860. He joined the Union Army, in the 
service of which he perished in 1863. Shadrach Guthrey, 
however, was born in North Carolina, and his father is known to 
have been another Shadrach Guthrey. What he was doing in 
McMinn County is unknown. 

Alas, we simply have no clues to the identity of Charles’ younger 
brothers. 

A number of Guthrey family trees show another daughter, Mary 
Frances Guthrey, born around 1835 and died before 1850. Again, 
no documents have been found that mention Mary Frances. It is 
certainly possible that she existed, but it is more likely that Mary 
Frances was actually Martha Frances, the daughter who married 
Montgomery Snyder. 
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Henry Guthrey 
 

Henry Guthrey, the father of Thomas Guthrey II, was born 
around 1749, the date being rather uncertain, probably in King 
William County.57 Henry’s father, Thomas Guthrey I, moved 
from King William County to Cumberland County sometime in 
the 1850s, after buying land there in 1851.58  

The first mention of Henry Guthrey in the Cumberland County 
documents was not until April 26, 1779, when he purchased 68 
acres for £136.59 The land description corresponds to part of the 
area delineated earlier in the discussion of Henry’s estate.60  

Beginning at Rene Chastein pointers in Anthony Lavillian’s 
line, thence on Lavillian’s line N60ºE 180 poles to the 
Harvey’s pointers, thence on Harvey’s line N25ºW 122 poles 
to pointers, S25ºW 30 poles to pointers, thence on Chastein’s 
line S29ºW 192 poles to the first station. 

Henry’s brother, Alexander Guthrey, had bought 200 acres of his 
own in Cumberland County 12 days earlier,61 but the land was 
not adjacent to Henry’s. 

 
57 See the chapter on the children of Thomas Guthrey I for evidence 
for this approximate year of birth. 
58 There was another Henry Guthrey in King William County, about 
whom very little is known. That Henry Guthrey died in January, 1765, 
according to surviving records from a chancery court case filed by his 
estate (in Cumberland County, because that was the place of 
residence of the main defendant) over the failure of the former 
executor to properly distribute Henry’s slaves: Cumberland County 
Chancery Court Case 1779-016, 
www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/case_detail.asp?CFN=049-1779-016. 
59 Cumberland County Deed Book 1, pp 289-292. 
60 Cumberland County Deed Book 6, pp 10-11. 
61 Cumberland County Deed Book 6, pp 11-12. 
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Henry Guthrey bought an additional 100 acres in 1796, part of 
400 acres originally belonging to Anthony Lavillian, whose land 
abutted on Henry’s 68-acre tract (see land description above). 
The deed for the 100 acres contained the followed specific (if you 
can call it that) land description:62 

Among the branches of Pidy rock,63 runs of Willises river. 

The deed was corrected and reissued four years later because of 
a misunderstanding about ownership.64 The description in the 
second deed was exactly the same:65 It was not until Henry’s 
estate sold the land to his son, Bernard, that a somewhat more 
complete description was given, though still lacking surveyor’s 
measurements. Its approximate location is shown below, along 
the road from Ca Ira to Cumberland, as stated in Bernard 
Guthrey’s 1818 deed of sale. 

 

 
62 Cumberland County Deed Book 7, pp 505-506. 
63 Now called Rock Point Creek. 
64 The land was part of the dower of the seller’s wife, part of her first 
husband’s estate. After she died, her husband sold the land in four 
pieces, thinking he owned it. But in fact, a dower grants the use of the 
land for the life of the widow, after which it goes back into the 
husband’s estate. In this case that meant that the real owners were the 
children, who in 1800 confirmed the deeds to all four purchasers. 
65 Cumberland County Deed Book 9, pp 38-40. 
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Henry left few traces of his life in Cumberland County. The 1790 
and 1800 censuses of Cumberland County, which would have 
told us something about the composition of his household, were 
lost. Henry Guthrey was, however, on the Cumberland County 
tax lists every year, from 1782 (the first surviving list) through 
1806,66 and his estate was on the lists from 1807 through 1809.67 
His name also appeared on a list of voters for presidential 
electors in 1804.68  

As noted earlier, Henry’s wife at the time of his death was named 
Patsey. There is no evidence that he was married more than once, 
though the possibility cannot be discounted. Patsey was a 
nickname, and though commonly used for Martha, in this case it 
was a nickname for Patience. She was listed on the 1810 and 1811 
Cumberland County tax lists as Patience Guthry and Patience 
Guthrey, but she died in 1811, leaving only those two years of 
tax records. 

Patsey would be expected to have been counted as a head of 
household on the 1810 census, but she was not. Given that she 
died the following year, it is possible that she was ill and was 
staying at a relative’s plantation with her children.69 

 
66 Cumberland County, Virginai, Personal Property Tax Lists, 1782-1844, 
familysearch.org. 
67 Another Henry Guthrey was also on the Cumberland County Tax 
Lists during much of that period, listed as Henry Guthrey Jr. He was 
not the son of the Henry Guthrey discussed in his chapter (it was 
fairly common to use Jr more loosely at that time, to distinguish two 
related individuals with the same name), but rather his first cousin 
once removed. Henry Guthrey Jr first appeared on a county tax list in 
1799, but was apparently counted with his father, (another) Bernard 
Guthrey, to be discussed in a later chapter, during several of the 
succeeding years. He can be found on the 1810 and 1820 censuses of 
Cumberland County. 
68 W. S. Morton, William and Mary Quarterly, Vol 42, Jan 1942, pp 61-64. 
69 If one scours the 1810 Cumberland County census for the largest 
household with a female above 45, one finds two with 14 members, 
not counting slaves. One was Charles Lee and the other Edward 
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The 186 acres that Henry purchased in Cumberland County (the 
acreage revised downward by later surveys) was near the small 
settlement of Ca Ira, and also near the plantation of his father, 
Thomas Guthrey I, as will be seen shortly. Henry ran his 
plantation with the help of four slaves. When he died in 1807, the 
slaves were his most valuable assets, worth more than the 186 
acres of land he owned in the county and the additional 123 acres 
he must have inherited in some other county to bring the total to 
309 acres, as mentioned in the suit brought by his son Bernard. 

 

 

  

 
Cunningham. Charles Lee, as it turns out, was the brother of John Lee, 
who married Susannah Guthrey in 1768, and she was a first cousin of 
the Henry Guthrey who is the subject of this chapter. We can 
speculate that Henry’s wife was born Patience Lee, possibly a niece of 
Charles Lee, but there is no evidence to corroborate this. John Lee, by 
the way, had a daughter named Martha and nicknamed Patsy, but she 
married someone else. 
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Henry Guthrey’s Children 
 

Henry Guthrey wrote no will, but the lawsuit brought by 
Bernard Guthrey against his siblings named ten other children, 
as recounted earlier. We don’t know when Henry and Patsey 
married, and we know the year of birth of only a few children.  

We would like to use Bernard Guthrey’s 1809 petition for the 
division of Henry’s estate as a guide, presuming that the children 
were listed chronologically in order of birth.70 In some cases, the 
order conflicts with what census data and other information 
exists, but the presumption will be that when Bernard’s petition 
and the census data are not in agreement, it is the census data 
that are wrong. If Bernard’s list is correct, the order is Bernard, 
Elizabeth, Sarah, Polly (Mary), Ann, Walker, Thomas, Nancy, 
David, Martha, and Henry. 

 

1. Bernard Guthrey 

His story was detailed in an earlier chapter. In 1820 he was living 
in Cumberland County and was married with two children. He 
died in 1822, with no family. According to the 1820 census, he 
was over 25 years of age, but Rebecca, his wife, was not. We can 
guess that he was born around 1782. 

 

2. Elizabeth Guthrey 

What we know about Elizabeth is that she married a man named 
Cox, who died before Bernard Guthrey filed his petition in 1809. 

 
70 The children were listed twice, in the same order, but once omitting 
Nancy. 
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In 1831, while Bernard’s estate was still in the process of being 
settled, several heirs, including Francis Cox, as administrator for 
Elizabeth Cox, wrote to the court of Madison County, Alabama, 
giving power of attorney in the case to a John Eldridge of that 
county (see Appendix 3).71 Francis Cox was a resident of 
Cumberland County, Virginia, and was on the 1830 census (as 
Frank Cox). Elizabeth’s inheritance from Bernard would go to 
her children. 

As a guess, Elizabeth may have been born in 1784. 

 

3. Sarah Guthrey 

Sarah married Charles Lewis in 1807. On the 1820 census, the 
Charles Lewis household was found in Prince Edward County, 
the county just to the south of Cumberland. He was not listed 
there in 1830, and in the 1831 letter from the heirs in Appendix 
3, it appears that he was a resident of Cumberland County at that 
time. Charles Lewis did not participate with the rest of the family 
in hiring an attorney in Madison County, Alabama, to take care 
of legal proceedings there. 

Little more is known of Charles and Sarah. An estimate for 
Sarah’s year of birth might be 1786. 

 

4. Mary (Polly) Guthrey 

According to the letters from the heirs of Bernard Guthrey in 
1831 and 1833, Polly had married a man by the name of 
Chennault. On the 1830 census, Polly Chenault was recorded as 
living in Cumberland County, with four children, the oldest 
being a girl between 15 and 19. She herself was in the 30 to 39 age 
group, and was most probably a widow. Thereafter the trail dries 

 
71 Cumberland County Deed Book O, p 438. 
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up. She probably died during the 1830s, though she could have 
married again and thereby escaped detection. 

Polly may have been born around 1788.72 

 

5. Ann Guthrey 

Ann married John Wheeler in 1826.73 On the 1830 census of 
Cumberland County John’s household consisted only of John 
and his wife, both in the 20 to 29 age group. In the 1831 and 1833 
letters regarding Bernard Guthrey’s estate, it seems that John 
and Ann might have left the county, because the letters were 
signed by an agent, and the agent went to the Cumberland 
County courthouse in 1832 to have the clerk of the court certify 
his signature. 

John Wheeler appeared on Cumberland County tax lists through 
1829, but none thereafter. In 1834, he began to appear on the tax 
lists of Obion County, Tennessee, and in 1840 he was the head of 
a household of six in Obion County, not counting the three 
slaves. Obion County is in the northwest corner of Tennessee, 
bordering on Kentucky to the north Before 1870, it had the 
Mississippi River as its western border.74 

 
72 Polly would actually have to have been born in 1790 or later to fit in 
the 30 to 39 age group in 1830; however, I have guessed an earlier date 
of birth in order to fit into Bernard Guthrey’s birth order. 
73 A marriage bond was issued in Cumberland County on October 23, 
1826, with James Apperson as surety. Cumberland County, Virginia, 
Abstracts of Marriage Bonds, 1749-1853, familysearch.org. 
74 Lake County was carved out of Obion County in 1870. 
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Obion County tax lists show that John Wheeler lived in District 
2 through 1838 and owned 310 acres.75 He also owned two 
slaves. From 1840 through 1842, he was in District 3 and owned 
265 acres but no slaves. Tax records for Districts 2 and 3 from 
1843 to 1859 are missing. 

By the time the 1850 census was taken, John and Ann Wheeler 
had moved back to District 2. They owned 780 acres in the 
county but had just 80 acres under cultivation. Three of their 
children were still living with them. They had two slaves. 

The area encompassed by District 2 is shown in the northeast 
portion in this 1836 map of Obion County. It is bounded by a 
branch of the North Fork of the Obion River to the west and 
Kentucky to the north. The Mississippi River is the meandering 
waterway in the western part of the map. District 3 is just to the 
west of District 2. 

 
75 Tennessee at that time required that all counties be divided into 
electoral districts. 
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John’s father, Samuel Wheeler, wrote his will on May 30, 1850, in 
Cumberland County,76 at which time John was alive. But John 
Wheeler died before December 25, 1854, when a distribution 
from Samuel Wheeler’s estate was made.77 Nothing more is 
known about Ann, and she probably died in the 1850s as well. 

If we take the 1850 census as accurate, Ann was born in 1790. 
This is consistent with the 1840 census, in which she was listed 
in the 40 to 49 age group. 

 

6. Walker Guthrey 

Walker Guthrey joined a cavalry unit of the Virginia militia in 
the War of 1812.78 He later applied for, and was granted, a 

 
76 Cumberland County Will Book 11, pp 550-551; John Wheeler was 
effectively disinherited, receiving $1. 
77 Cumberland County Will Book 12, p 350. 
78 National Archives, Index to Compiled Service Records of Volunteer 
Soldiers Who Served During the War of 1812, viewed at fold3.com. 
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bounty-land warrant, which could be used to obtain free land in 
western states and territories.79 When he returned from the war 
he did not remain in Cumberland County.  

The decennial censuses give us a glimpse into his movements. In 
1820, Walker was a farm laborer in Buckingham County, 
Virginia, the county just west of Cumberland. He was single. In 
1830, he was married and living in Montgomery County, 
Tennessee. In 1840 and 1850, he was in Obion County, 
Tennessee. Obion and Montgomery Counties both share a 
border with Kentucky. 

 

The name of Walker Guthrey’s wife is, unfortunately, unknown, 
and also unknown is whether he married in Buckingham County 
or Montgomery County. 

Walker moved to Montgomery County in the early 1820s and 
acquired 125 acres on which to farm.80 He bought another 65 
acres, on the north side of Spring Creek, in 1826,81 then sold it in 
1832.82 His name appears on the 1836 Montgomery County tax 

 
79 National Archives, Bounty-Land Warrant Applications Index, Warrant 
No. 55-80-7688 for service in the Virginia Militia under Captain Carr, 
fold3.com. 
80 The deed book with this transaction is missing. The land may have 
been obtained with a bounty-land warrant. 
81 Montgomery County Deed Book L, p 361. 
82 Montgomery County Deed Book M, p 420. 
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list.83 He sold the 125 acres in November 1838, at which time we 
can presume he moved to Obion County. 

It is unknown whether Walker Guthrey obtained land in 
Montgomery County by use of his bounty-land warrant, but he 
did succeed in acquiring a land grant for 200 acres in Obion 
County, though it was not issued until 1849.84 

 

When Walker Guthrey arrived with his family in Obion County, 
he did not immediately acquire land. On the 1840 tax list, the first 
on which his name appears, he was in District 3 (see map above). 
He owned one slave, worth $1,000, for which he was taxed $3.50. 

There is a strong presumption that Walker Guthrie moved onto 
the land of John Wheeler, Walker’s brother-in-law, since he and 
Ann were also living in District 3 in 1840. The situation was 
unchanged on the 1841 and 1842 tax lists. 

In 1850, Walker Guthrey’s family, like John Wheeler’s, was in 
District 2 of Obion County. The two families were separated on 
the census taker’s route by just ten households. Walker reported 
that he owned 200 acres (the land he obtained by bounty-land 
warrant), of which 10 acres was under cultivation. 

 
83 Tennessee, U.S., Early Tax List Records, 1783-1895, Ancestry.com; this 
seems to be the only surviving tax list from that time.  
84 Land Grants, 1775-1905, 1911, Tennessee State Library and Archives, 
1976, viewed at familysearch.org. The entire deed book in which his 
grant was recorded has been lost. 
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By 1850, however, Walker Guthrey’s family situation had 
undergone major changes. His as yet unidentified wife had died 
sometime in the 1840s. Walker then remarried in July 1849, 
taking as his wife Naoma Sharp, who was 32 years his junior.85 
They went on to have two more children. 

Walker Guthrey died sometime in the 1850s. In 1860, Naoma 
Guthrey was living in New Madrid County, Missouri, with four 
Guthrey children, three of them hers.  

In 1850, Walker Guthrey reported that he was 60 years old, just 
as Ann Wheeler did.86 If they were indeed twins, that would 
provide a good reason why Walker eventually settled down in 
Obion County. We should also note that Ann and Walker were 
listed consecutively on Bernard Guthrey’s 1809 petition 
(Appendix 1). 

I will assume that Walker Guthrey was also born around 1790. 

 

7. Thomas Guthrey 

The subject of this narrative, he was born, according to his 
tombstone, in 1796. On Bernard Guthrey’s 1809 petition, he was 
listed after Walker and before Nancy. 

 

8. Nancy Guthrey 

Nancy married Gulielmus Coleman in 1826 in Cumberland 
County. Gulielmus was a rather well-to-do widower who had a 
plantation with 14 slaves (as of 1820) in Cumberland County. 
They remained on that spot for the rest of their lives. Gulielmus 
died in 1856.  In 1870, Nancy was living on the dower land 
designated by Gulielmus (the home and one-third of the land) 

 
85 This possibly had to do with their son, William Guthrey, who was 
reported to be one year old on the 1850 census. 
86 Not all previous censuses were consistent with that. 
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with her son Josiah and his family. She died sometime in the next 
decade. We will have occasion to hear more about Gulielmus 
Coleman later in this narrative. 

We will estimate Nancy’s year of birth as 1799.87 

 

9. David Guthrey 

In an 1833 letter to the Madison County court by Francis Cox and 
Gulielmus Coleman, the latter identified himself as the 
administrator of David Guthrey’s estate. David never appeared 
on a U.S. census, nor was he ever listed on a Cumberland County 
tax list. Most probably he was counted in someone else’s 
household and may not have been fully competent. His estate 
would go to his siblings, and even Thomas II would get a share. 

An estimate for David Guthrey’s year of birth might be 1802. 

 

10. Martha Guthrey 

Martha never married. As an adult she lived with her younger 
brother, Henry. She moved with him to neighboring Prince 
Edward County and stayed in his household until her death in 
the 1850s. 

From the 1850 census, where her age was reported as 45, we 
judge her year of birth to have been about 1805. 

 

 

 
87 It is hard to pin down Nancy’s year of birth from federal censuses. It 
advanced from between 1790 and 1799 on the 1840 census (she was in 
the 40 to 49 age group), to 1800 on the 1850 census, to 1805 on the 1860 
census, to 1810 on the 1870 census. That was not uncommon, and in 
such cases the earliest reports were generally the most accurate. 
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11. Henry Guthrey 

Henry S. Guthrey used his middle initial rather faithfully.88 He 
moved to Prince Edward County sometime around 1830. There 
he married Martha R. Womack in 1832. His marriage bond is 
displayed below. 

 

Martha (Womack) Guthrey died sometime within the next four 
or five years, and in 1837, Henry married her sister, Mary Agnes 
Womack. 

Before the war Henry and Mary were quite prosperous. They 
had 26 slaves in 1840, 31 in 1850, and 27 in 1860. In 1860, Henry 
declared the value of his real estate to be $11,250 and his personal 
estate $22,864. 

 
88 Henry  Sidney Guthrey is found in many family trees as the son of 
John Guthrey (b. 1776) of Cumberland County. One clue that his 
father was actually Henry Guthrey and not John is that Henry S. 
Guthrey named one of his daughters Willianne Patience Guthrey, 
employing his mother’s name. 
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The Civil War changed all that. Henry had to borrow heavily 
during the war, accumulating debts with a variety of creditors, 
including banks, relatives, merchants, and other individuals. 
After the war he was unable to repay the debts, and the situation 
was exacerbated because of the collapse in value of Confederate 
currency. In 1866, he was forced to sell all his property, including 
the house and land on which he and Mary had been living.89  On 
the 1870 census, Henry’s personal estate was listed at $1,000, and 
of course, he had no real estate.90 After losing his farmland, he 
went into partnership with an R. B. Thackston running a 
sawmill.91 

Mary Agnes died in 1880, while Henry lived until 1896. 

Henry S. Guthrey’s tombstone states that he was born in 1807. 

  

 
89 Prince Edward County Deed Book xx, pp 563-566. 
90 See Appendix 4 for the full text of the deed. 
91 Prince Edward County Court Order Book 28, p 396. 
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Thomas Guthrey I 
 

Henry Guthrey’s father was Thomas Guthrey, to whom we are 
referring as Thomas Guthrey I. 

Thomas Guthrey I is thought to have been born around 1715, but 
the first established reference to him was from a land purchase 
recorded in a 1751 deed from Cumberland County. The first few 
lines of the deed are reproduced below,92 and the rest of the 
deed, with a transcription, is displayed in Appendix 5. 

 

The deed begins as below: 

This Indenture made the 23rd day of February in the year of 
our Lord Christ 1750,93 between Thomas Harvey and 

 
92 Notes: The name was written Guttery, which may be closer to the 
way it was pronounced at the time than how we now pronounce 
Guthrey.. 
93 By the current calendar the year was actually 1751. The clerk of 
Cumberland County recorded the date under the old system, in 
which the legal year started on March 25, although in some other 
deeds he recorded the year as 1750-51 for dates between January 1 
and March 25. The legal year in Britain and its colonies changed to 
begin on January 1 in 1752, but for many years before that people 
commonly began the new year on January 1, leading to dual dating 
between January 1 and March 25 in many official documents, e.g., 
1723-24, meaning that under the old, legal system it was 1723, but in 
the newer system it was 1724, which corresponds to modern dating. 
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Elizabeth his wife of Cumberland County in Southam Parish, 
planter, of the one part and Thomas Guttery of King William 
County in Saint John Parish, planter, of the other part.94  

In February, 1851, Thomas Guthrey I was a resident of King 
William County, a county comprising the land between the 
Pamunkey River and the Mattaponi River, which join at the 
southeastern corner of the county to form the York River. 

 

King William County was divided at that time into two parishes 
of the Church of England. St. John’s Parish comprised roughly 
the southeastern half of the county.95  

 

 
94 Cumberland County Deed Book 1, pp 289-291. 
95 Virginia Parish Maps, author unknown, viewed at familysearch.org. 
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We know nothing else about where Thomas Guthrey I lived, nor 
any other details concerning the lives of the Guthrey family in 
King William County, because the records of that county were 
almost totally destroyed by fire in 1885.  

It has been presumed by many, based on the deed referred to, 
that Thomas Guthrey was born in King William County, though 
obviously that conclusion is speculative.96 

The land that Thomas Guthrey I purchased for £100 in Cumberland 
County was described in the deed as 

all that plantation, tract, or parcel of land situate, lying and 
being in the said County of Cumberland and Parish of 
Southam, being the land granted to Daniel Terry by patent 
bearing date June 10, 1737, containing 400 acres, lying on the 
branches of Pidy Rock branch and bounded as followeth, to 
wit: Beginning at a Spanish oak in Mr. Henry Cary’s line, 
running thence on his line N42ºE 292 poles to pointers, thence 
new lines S47ºE 290 poles to pointers, S42ºW 292 poles to 
pointers and N47ºW 290 poles to the first station.. 

In the Cumberland County records, a lease was recorded for the 
same piece of land, dated one day before the deed of sale.97 

Sometime in the 1750s, probably soon after buying the land 
described above, Thomas Guthrey I moved his family to 
Cumberland County. By 1759, when he bought an additional 86-
acre piece of land adjoining his own for £8 and 12 shillings, he 

 
96 Joseph A. Guthrie, Early Virginia Guthries and Their Kentucky 
Descendants, E. L. Mendenhall, Printers, Kansas City, MO, 1946, pp 7-
9. 
97 The deed of purchase and the lease document are in Appendix 5. A 
lease followed a day later by a sale was a common English method to 
transfer ownership, copied at times in the colonies. It did not imply 
that Thomas Guthrey actually rented and occupied the land before the 
sale. 
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was definitely a Cumberland County resident, as shown by the 
opening lines of the deed:98 

This indenture, made this 28th day of July in the year of our 
Lord Christ 1759, and in the 33rd year of the reign of our 
sovereign, King George II, between James Brown of the 
County of Cumberland and Parish of Southam of the one 
part and Thomas Guttry of the same County and Parish of 
the other part, 

The land was described as 

One certain tract or parcel of land, containing by estimation 
86 acres, be the same more or less, situate, lying and being in 
the aforesaid Parish of Southam and County of Cumberland 
on both sides of Little Pidy Rock Creek, a branch of Willis’s 
River and bounded as followeth, to wit, 

Beginning at pointers in Thomas Guttry’s line, thence a new 
line S27ºW 30 poles to pointers, thence a new line N70ºW 50 
poles to a dogwood, thence a new line S23ºW 83 poles to 
pointers on William Sampson’s line, thence N50ºW 110 poles 
to pointers in Archibald Cary’s line, thence on the same 
N41ºE 129 poles to the pointers on the aforesaid Thomas 
Guttry’s line, thence on the same S50ºE 134 poles to the first 
station. 

In both deeds it was noted that Pidy Rock Creek (now Rock Point 
Creek) ran through the tract. Using the metes and bounds from 
the deeds, we know the shape of the two tracts, which shared a 
boundary, and we can guess the approximate location, because 
Rock Point Creek must pass through both, and this is shown on 
the map below.99 

 
98 Cumberland County Deed Book 2, pp 509-512. 
99 The square tract is almost certainly exaggerated in size. The area is a 
rectangle, 290 x 292 poles in area, as stated in the deed. A pole is 16.5 
feet, and by that measure the area is actually 530 acres, not 400 as 
stated in the deed. The surveyor probably used a smaller pole. The 
486 acres owned Thomas Guthrey now lie entirely within the 
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In 1761, Thomas I sold 108 acres from the 400-acre tract to a 
neighbor, Alexander Trent, for £35.100 In July 1766, Thomas I sold 
the rest of these two adjacent tracts, about 380 acres, for £225 and 
purchased another tract on Pidy Rock Creek, amounting to 260 
acres, for £100. From the metes and bounds in the deed,101 it had 
the shape shown below, but it is difficult to guess whether it was 
downstream (north) or upstream (south) from the tracts he sold. 
The odd shape, in contrast to the square shape of the first tract 

 
Cumberland State Forest, shaded green and occupying most of the 
map. The area of the entire forest is about 16,000 acres.  
100 Cumberland County Deed Book 7, pp 235-236. 
101 Cumberland County Deed Book 4, p 86. 
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Thomas acquired, is an indication that the land was created after 
the tracts around it, occupying the space in between. 

 

In 1784, Thomas I deeded the entire 260-acre tract to his son 
William, to take effect after Thomas’s death.102 

On the 1766 deed of sale, it was noted that  

Sarah, wife of the said Thomas, being first privily examined, 
relinquished her right of dower in and to the land and 
premises conveyed by the said indenture. 

No relinquishment of dower was recorded on the 1761 deed of 
sale, nor on the 1784 deed. The latter omission meant almost 
certainly that Sarah was dead. The omission in 1761 could be 
taken to mean that Thomas I had not yet married Sarah, who was 
a second wife, and that Thomas I was a widower in 1761. The 
court records in 1761, where it was noted that a deed had been 
recorded for Thomas I, also do not mention a relinquishment of 
dower, even though the very next entry in the minutes include 
just such a relinquishment of dower.103 Nevertheless, many 
deeds did not include an examination of the wife of the seller, 

 
102 Cumberland County Deed Book 6, pp 217-218. 
103 Order Book 1758-1762, Cumberland County Court Order Books, 
1749-1904, pp 424-425, viewed at familysearch.org. 
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and one cannot make an absolute determination from omissions 
alone. 

There is one additional datum relating to Thomas’s wife. The 
will of Thomas’s oldest son, Alexander Guthrey, written in 1817, 
contained the following item:104 

I give to my loving daughter Elizabeth Davis one sorrel 
mare, one red bow, also one negro man named Jack, 
who was, at my special request given to my said 
daughter Betsey by my grand mother Elizabeth Oaks 
instead of being given to me as was the [express]105 
intention of my aforesaid grand mother… 

Alexander’s grandmother, Elizabeth Oaks, stated in her will, 
written in 1784:106 

I give and bequeath unto Elizabeth Guttery daughter of 
Alexander Guttery and Sarah his wife one negro man named 
Jack which was for some years lent to and in the possession 
of said Alexander Guttery. 

Thus, Oaks (or Oakes) was Alexander’s mother’s maiden name, 
and Thomas Guthrey I’s wife is almost universally identified as 
Sarah Oakes.107 

But Joseph Guthrie, author of Early Virginia Guthries, 
dissented.108 For a number of reasons, he concluded that Thomas 
Guthrey I was married twice, and that Elizabeth Oaks was the 

 
104 Cumberland County Will Book 5, p 308. 
105 The word is smudged, but appears to have been written as 
“expless”. 
106 Cumberland County Will Book 2, pp 406-407. 
107 Since Elizabeth Oaks made no bequest to her daughter, Sarah, it 
can be assumed that Sarah was dead by 1784, although negative 
evidence is not always reliable. 
108 Joseph A. Guthrie, Early Virginia Guthries and Their Kentucky 
Descendants, Kansas City, E. L. Mendenhall, 1946, pp 28-31. 
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grandmother of only the first two of Thomas’s children. Among 
the items of evidence cited are that  

• Elizabeth Oaks made bequests only to children of Alexander, 
not to any other grandchildren. 

• In 1759, Alexander Guthrey, who was Thomas I’s first child, 
bought land in Orange County, Virginia, the deed witnessed 
by Henry Oak.109 

• Thomas Guthrey I, in his will (to be discussed presently) 
divided his residuary estate among all his children except 
Alexander and Susannah, his first two, putting them for us 
in a separate category. 

For these and other reasons, Joseph Guthrie believed that 
Thomas I was first married to a woman named Oaks and then to 
a woman named Sarah, whose maiden name is unknown. To this 
line of reasoning, we can add the fact that no relinquishment of 
dower occurred when Thomas I sold land in 1761. The evidence 
is suggestive, but not conclusive. 

Thomas Guthrey I lived until 1800, residing in the home and on 
the land he had deeded to his son William in Cumberland 
County. 

 

  

 
109 Orange County Deed Book 13, p 5. 
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The Children of Thomas Guthrey I110 
 

Thomas Guthrey I left a will, which he wrote in 1790, ten years 
before he died. In it he confirmed the bequest of his land to his 
son William,111 and he disposed of his slaves and a few 
possessions to his children and some grandchildren (see 
Appendix 6 for the full text). Thomas was a widower (quite 
possibly for the second time), as no mention of his spouse was 
made. 

We will assume that the children were listed in their order of 
birth, as was common. In that order, they were Alexander 
Guthrey, Susannah Moore, Travis Guthrey,112 Henry Guthrey, 
William Guthrey, John Guthrey, and Sarah Coleman.113 

 

 
110 I have relied very heavily on Ann Guthrie’s page, Thoms Guthrey & 
Sarah Oakes, at her Guthrie Genealogy website Guthrie-
genealogy.com. 
111 Thomas had already deeded the land to William in 1784, to take 
effect after Thomas died. 
112 The name appears as Francis Guthrey in the will book; however, 
this clearly refers to Travis Guthrey, who never used the name 
Francis. Keep in mind that the entries in will books were copied by 
the clerk of the court from the original wills. In many old scripts, an 
“F” and a “T” are almost indistinguishable, and the rest of the name 
may not have been entirely legible. Francis was a much more common 
name than Travis in the 1700s. Note, for example, that on the 1790 
U.S. census there were 1,753 household headed by a Francis (plus 334 
headed by a Frances, probably most of them male, because spelling 
was not standardized), while there were just 12 headed by a Travis in 
the entire United States. I assume that in Thomas’s original will, the 
name was actually written as Travis Guthrey. 
113 Cumberland County Will Book 3, pp 153-154. 
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1. Alexander Guthrey 

Born around 1737, presumably in King William County, 
Virginia. Alexander first appears in documentary form on a 1759 
deed in Orange County, as was mentioned earlier. Alexander 
paid £100 for 298 acres in that county. The deed states that Robert 
Dawson does 

Bargain, sell, enfeoff and make over unto Alexander King 
Guttrey of St. David’s parish in the County of King 
William,114 and unto his heirs and assigns, all my 298 acres 
of land lying and being in the parish and county aforesaid 
[St. David’s parish in Orange County].115 

Alexander Guthry had to have been at least 21 years old at the 
time. He had continued to reside in King William County at a 
time when his father had already been in Cumberland County 
for several years, and he must have been living with a relative, 
since he was underage. 

Presumably, Alexander took up residence on his newly 
purchased property in Orange County. He remained there until 
1765, when he gave away the entire 298 acres to Henry Oaks,116 
identifying himself as a resident of Orange County at the time.117  

Henry Oaks was obviously a relative of Elizabeth Oaks, 
Alexander’s grandmother. He may have been Elizabeth’s 
husband, Alexander’s grandfather. In the 1765 deed, both 
Alexander and Sarah Guthrey were the sellers. Alexander had 
evidently married while living in Orange County. 

 
114 St. David’s parish constituted (after 1744) roughly the northwestern 
half of King William County. 
115 Orange County Deed Book 12, pp 5-6. 
116 The sales price was five shillings, the legal equivalent of today 
writing a contract for $1. 
117 Orange County Deed Book 15, p 415. 
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Alexander finally joined the rest of his family in Cumberland 
County. In 1768 he bought land on Bear Creek,118 another 
tributary of the Willis River. He eventually sold that land, but he 
bought 200 acres on “Tear Wallet branch” in 1779, which 
probably became his home.119 This tract was not far from Henry 
Guthrey’s land, as shown in approximation on the map below. 

 

Alexander Guthrey died in Cumberland County in 1817. In his 
will, his wife was identified as Mary. She was born Mary 
Anderson, and Alexander was her second husband, as she was 
his second wife. In his will, Alexander named six children.120 

 

2. Susannah Guthrey 

Susannah may have been born around 1740, probably in King 
William County. She married Robert Moore. They were living in 

 
118 Cumberland County Deed Book 4, p 275. 
119 Cumberland County Deed Book 6, pp 11-12. The entry follows 
immediately after Henry Guthrey’s purchase of 68 acres. 
120 Cumberland County Will Book 5, pp 308-310. 
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Buckingham County, Virginia, when most of their children were 
born.  

Robert Moore died in Green County, Kentucky, in 1808. He left 
a will written in that year, leaving personal property to his wife, 
Susannah, to later be divided equally among their children upon 
her death. Thomas Moore, who signed his name Guthrey Moore, 
using his middle name, was a witness and was appointed one of 
the executors.121 

Susannah Moore appears to have died in 1823, because the 
personal property, including farm animals, of Robert Moore 
were sold at auction in December of that year.122 

 

3. Travis Guthrey 

There is a great deal of uncertainty about when Travis was born. 
I will estimate 1747, leaving a considerable gap between 
Susannah and him, and allowing the possibility that Thomas 
Guthrey I did have two wives, the first with the surname Oaks. 

Travis Guthrey married Anne Hill,123 possibly in 1769.124 Travis 
moved permanently to Halifax County, Virginia (in orange on 
the map below, Cumberland County in blue), and may even 
have met and married Anne there. 

 
121 Green County Will Book 1, pp 40-41. 
122 Green County Probate Book 2, pp 277-278. 
123 Ann Guthrie, Guthrie Genealogy, Guthrie-genealogy.com, “Thomas 
Guthrey & Sarah Oakes”. 
124 A more common marriage year in family trees is 1759, but their 
first child was born in 1771. Travis would have had to have been born 
much earlier, and he still would have been extremely young to have 
married in 1759. 
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The first land purchase recorded for Travis was in 1773, when he 
bought 200 acres on Bates’ Branch.125 He sold the land five years 
later,126 and immediately purchased land near the headwaters of 
Childrey Creek,127 a tributary of the Staunton River, the river that 
forms the northern and most of the eastern border of Halifax 
County. This became his home plantation, but he bought more 
land on Spider Creek, a tributary of Childrey Creek to the east of 
his home plantation, which his children managed.128 The general 
area is shown by the red dot on the Halifax County map from 
1911 below. 

 
125 The name is no longer used. There is an indication in Carrington’s 
History of Halifax County (Virginia), that Bates’ Branch was either a 
branch of the stream now called Catawba Creek, or that creek itself 
(pp 159-160). 
126 Halifax County Deed Book 9, p 172 and Book 11, p 53. 
127 Halifax County Ded Book 11, p 72. 
128 Halifax County Deed Book 11, p 336 and Book 15, p 318.  
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A reminder of Travis Guthrey and his family remains in the form 
of a small road named Guthrie Trail. It sits just to the south of 
Childrey Creek, off Virginia State Route 647. 



66 
 

 

Thomas, one of Travis Guthrey’s children, has found his way 
into many family trees in wrong places. More on this Thomas 
Guthrey can be found in Appendix 7. 

Travis Guthrey died in 1818.    

 

4. Henry Guthrey 

Henry, born around 1749, was discussed at length in earlier 
chapters. 
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5. William Guthrey 

William’s date of birth is said to be August 16, 1751, and the 
location to have been Flint Hill in King William County.129 While 
this may be quite correct, all we can say for sure about his birth 
year is that it was no later than November 1759, because William 
signed a petition to the Virginia Assembly in November 1780,130 
for which he would have had to be  21 years old.  

It was around that time when William married Rebecca Noell.131 
They had four children, named, probably in order, in the 
division of Rebecca’s estate in 1837:132 John, William,133 Sarah 
(who married James Apperson), and Nancy (who married 
Gulielmus Coleman).134 

William, along with his brothers Alexander and Henry, and his 
father Thomas, were on the 1782 Cumberland County tax list, the 
first one to which we have access. In 1782, William was taxed on 

 
129 The source, Edmund West’s Family Data Collection, is widely 
considered unreliable. The date might have come from a family bible, 
but the birthdates in this collection were accepted as submitted, 
without adducing information about the source.  
130 Jean Pickett Hall and Kathryn Paige Hall, “Legislative Petitions: 
Cumberland County, 1776-1786”, virginia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly, Vol 30, No. 2, 1992, p 88. 
131 Many family trees have the date as November 25, 1778, in 
Buckingham County, but an original source is lacking. 
132 Cumberland County Will Book 10, p 368. 
133 William was the cousin who in 1818 bought from Bernard Guthrey 
the Henry Guthrey plantation at which Thomas II had grown up. 
134 Nancy’s marriage to Gulielmus Coleman has hopelessly confused 
countless family trees. Gulielmus Coleman first married Nancy 
Guthrey, daughter of William Guthrey, probably in 1812. After her 
death in the early 1820s, Gulielmus married Nancy Guthrey, daughter 
of Henry Guthrey and cousin of the first Nancy Guthrey, in 1826. 
There is some evidence that Nancy, the daughter of William Guthrey, 
first married a man named White and was a widow when she married 
Gulielmus Coleman in 1812. 
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five slaves, three horses, and eight head of cattle, and the 
household contained one “free, white tithable”, in other words, 
one white male of voting age.  

The first land that William acquired title to was the 280 acres on 
Pidy Rock Creek (Rock Point Creek) given to him by his father 
in 1784. This became his home. It is unsure whether this was 
north or south of Henry Guthrey’s home on Pidy Rock Creek, 
but the suspicion is that it was north, and near the Willis River, 
because in 1797, William bought 132 acres directly on the Willis 
River.135 He and Rebecca gave the 132 acres on the Willis River 
to their son John in 1824.136 

William Guthrey died in 1826 and Rebecca in 1836. 

 

6. John Guthrey 

John was born in 1760. He served in the Revolutionary War, and 
his service was outlined in some detail in a pension application 
he made in 1832, which is transcribed in Appendix 8.  

John married Elizabeth Ann Allen in 1785, in Cumberland 
County. A few years later he followed his brother Travis to 
Halifax County, where he and Elizabeth lived out the rest of their 
lives. They had ten children.137  

John died in 1835,138 and was a widower at the time. 

 

 

 
135 In two separate purchases: Cumberland County Deed Book 7, p 
511; Book 8, p 185. One of the tracts was mortgaged to William 
Guthrey and later deeded to him outright, Book 8, p 107. 
136 Cumberland County Deed Book 17, p 446. 
137 Halifax County Minute Book 7, p 154, lists the heirs. 
138 His pension file (fold3.com) indicates that his last pension payment 
was drawn in September 1835. 
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7. Sarah Guthrey 

Little is known with certainty about Sarah, except that she 
married a man named Coleman.139 On the 1782 tax list of 
Cumberland County, the first to which we have access, there 
were several Colemans – Thomas, Julius, Gulielmus,140 William, 
Daniel, Benjamin, William, and Joseph.141 

In the will of Thomas Guthrey I, Sarah Coleman was bequeathed 
a slave named Judith. Thomas Guthrey I died in 1800. On the 
1804 Cumberland County tax list, the slaves were identified by 
name, but William, Gulielmus, Henry, Elliott, and Wiatt 
Coleman were the only Colemans listed, and none of them had 
Judith. 

 

 

  

  

 
139 It is very likely that he was a relative of Gulielmus Coleman who 
married Nancy Guthrey (two of them), possibly an uncle. 
140 This Gulielmus Coleman was the father of the Gulielmus who 
married Nancy Guthrey, daughter of Henry Guthrey, in 1812. 
141 Wilmer Kerns, in Waltons of Old Virginia, states that Sarah’s 
husband was Benjamin Coleman, who became a Baptist minister and 
moved with Sarah to Kentucky. The biggest problem with this is that, 
according to her tombstone, Sarah Coleman was born in 1751 or 1752, 
which would put her far out of sequence in Thomas Guthrey I’s will. 
This is certainly possible, but primary evidence is lacking. That Sarah 
Coleman died in Trimble County, Kentucky, in 1825. 
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Politics 
 

It seems strange to us now, but the secret ballot did not come into 
general use in the United States until the end of the 19th century. 
Before that, voting was completely public. In Cumberland 
County, some of the votes that were recorded have come down 
to posterity, though with some historical problems in 
interpretation. 

In the 1796 presidential election, contested primarily by John 
Adams, a Federalist, and Thomas Jefferson, a Republican from 
Virginia, one voted publicly for an elector, not directly for the 
president. Peter Johnson was the winning candidate in the 
electoral district that included Cumberland County, and he cast 
his first vote for Jefferson,142 as did all but one of the Virginia 
electors.  

In Cumberland County, the contest for presidential electors was 
between Peter Johnson, who must have been a Republican, and 
John Powell, who was probably a Federalist.143 

The Guthrey family was split. Thomas Guthrey, the father, did 
not vote. Voting required travel to the county courthouse, and 
Thomas was around 80 years old. Henry Guthrey voted for John 
Powell, Alexander Guthrey voted for Peter Johnson, and William 

 
142 A New Nation Votes, /elections.lib.tufts.edu/catalog/1j92g900m; 
electors voted for two candidates, but there is no record of who 
received the second vote of Virginia electors. 
143 The Federalists leaned more towards granting powers to the 
federal government, as proclaimed by Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, 
and James Madison in the Federalist Papers. Powell might have also 
been a Republican. 
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Guthrey essentially threw his vote away by declaring for 
Alexander Trent, a neighbor who did not vote for himself.144 

In April 1803, elections were held for the House of 
Representatives in Virginia. Cumberland County was in the 15th 
Congressional District, and the main candidates were John 
Randolph, the incumbent and a Democratic-Republican,145 and 
Paul Carrington, a Federalist. Alexander Guthrey, as expected 
from his 1796 vote, cast his ballot for Randolph, as did William 
Guthrey.146 This time Henry Guthrey did too.147  

A number of petitions submitted by residents of Cumberland 
County to the House of Delegates have been preserved, several 
of which were signed by members of the Guthrey family. 

One such petition was signed by the brothers William, Henry, 
and Alexander in November 1780.148 It asked the assembly to 
reject a bill under consideration, entitled “An act directing the 
mode of adjusting and settling the payment of certain debts and 
contracts, and for other purposes”.149 Because paper currency 
issued by the state of Virginia during the Revolution was 
depreciating rapidly in value, creditors found it unfair that loans 
would be paid off in currency worth much less than when the 
money was lent. Debtors, on the other hand, found this a 
desirable situation. The proposed law provided a formula by 
which creditors could collect more than the face value of the 
debt.150 

 
144 Cumberland County Deed Book 7, p 507. 
145 Successor to the Republican party of 1796. 
146 Cumberland County Deed Book 9, pp 201-205. 
147 The vote was not close. Randolph beat Carrington in Cumberland 
County, 406-14. 
148 Jean Pickett Hall and Kathryn Paige Hall, “Legislative Petitions: 
Cumberland County, 1776-1786”, virginia Genealogical Society 
Quarterly, Vol 30, No. 2, 1992, p 84. 
149 Hening’s Statutes at Large, Vol 10, pp 471-474. 
150 The formula was based on the change in value of paper money 
with respect to specie (gold and silver coins). A scaling factor was 
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The law favored creditors, but all the Guthreys except Thomas, 
the father, opposed the bill, probably meaning that they were net 
debtors at the time. 

The bill passed anyway. 

 

  

 
written into the law for all debts incurred from January 1777, through 
December, 1781, month by month. Take, for example, a promissory 
note for $10 made in August 1778, for a three year term. The scaling 
factor for August 1778 was 5, and for August 1781 it was 500. The note 
had to be paid off at 100 times its face value. Therefore, the borrower 
had to pay the lender $1,000. 
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Related Guthreys in Cumberland 
County 
 

In the 18th century, and a little past the turn of the century, there 
was another family of Guthreys in Cumberland County, the 
oldest member of which, Henry Guthrey, was of an age that 
could make him a brother of Thomas Guthrey I. 

There are several Cumberland County documents that involve 
this particular line, but perhaps the most informative is the will 
of Sarah Guthrey, the widow of Henry. She wrote the will in 
December 1771, and the first group of bequests is depicted 
below.151 

 

 
151 Cumberland County Will Book 2, pp 57-59. 
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Sarah (or the copyist) spelled her surname as Guttry or Guttrey 
throughout. Transcribed, she made these bequests: 

• My will and desire is that my beloved son Bernard Guttry 
have my Negro fellow named Joe, to him and his heirs 
forever on condition that he pay £40 current money into 
my estate, to be disposed of as hereafter directed. 

• I give and bequeath to my said son Bernard £10 out of my 
estate. 

• I give and bequeath unto my beloved son William 
Coleman Guttrey £18 current money, to be paid out of 
my estate. 

• I give and bequeath to my said son William Coleman one 
feather bed and furniture. 

• I give and bequeath to my beloved daughter Patty Guttry 
£12 current money, to be paid by my executors out of my 
estate; also one feather bed and furniture and one siding 
horse and side saddle, to be provided for her out of my 
estate by my executors. 

• I give and bequeath to my beloved grandson Henry 
Guttry, son of my said son Bernard, £6 current money, to 
be paid by my executors out of my estate. 

• I give and bequeath to my beloved granddaughter Lucy 
Elliot, daughter of my daughter Philadelphia, one Negro 
boy named Nepton, provided she pay thereof £10 in 
current money to her sister Elizabeth Elliot at the time she 
shall receive the said Negro from my executors as 
hereinafter directed. 

• My will and desire is that the above Negro Nepton shall 
be hired out by my executors yearly for as much as he 
will fetch every year until my said granddaughter Lucy 
shall arrive to the age of 18 and not sooner, and that all 
the said money that shall be raised by hire of the said 
Negro be paid yearly by my executors to my said 
daughter Philadelphia Elliot for her own proper use and 
behoof and to no other person whatsoever. 
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• I give and bequeath to my beloved daughter Prania 
Coleman one shilling sterling, to be paid out of my estate 
by my executors. 

• I give and bequeath to my beloved daughter Susanna Lee 
one shilling sterling, to be paid as aforesaid. 

• My will and desire is that after the above gifts and 
legacies, all the rest and residue of my estate, effects and 
credits be equally divided between and among my two 
sons, Bernard and William Coleman, and my daughter 
Patty, by an equal division, and in case either of them die 
without issue that then the said division be between the 
survivors and their issue, if any lawfully begotten. 

One more name shows up on several records, that of Peyton 
Guthrey, a son of Bernard Guthrey from this line. Peyton was 
born around 1780, well after Sarah Guthrey wrote her will, and 
he died in 1805.152 

 

 

 

  

 
152 Cumberland County Will Book 3, p 272. 
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The Immigrant Ancestor 
 

When we attempt to go back one generation from Thomas 
Guthrey I, we are thwarted by the massive record loss in King 
William County, the last known residence of Thomas I, from a 
Cumberland County deed in 1751.153 This deprives us of all 
primary material that could establish who Thomas Guthrey’s 
father was, such as deeds and wills. 

Nevertheless, there is circumstantial evidence that allows us to 
say with a fairly high degree of probability that the father of 
Thomas Guthrey I, and also the immigrant Guthrey ancestor of 
his line, was a certain Edward Guthrey.154 

A patent was issued to Edward Guthrey in 1695, and the entry 
in the Virginia patent book is shown below.155 

 
153 Cumberland County Deed Book 1, pp 289-293. 
154 Joseph A. Guthrie (Early Virginia Guthries and Their Kentucky 
Descendants, Kansas City, E. L. Mendenhall, 1946, p 6 et sequit.) was 
the first to make a well documented argument for this assertion.  
155 Virginia Patent Book 9, p 3, file 753. 
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Transcribed, we have the following: (note that there is a great 
deal of boilerplate, much of it replaced by “etc”) 

To all etc., whereas etc., now know ye that I, the said Sr. 
Edmond Andros, Knight Governor, etc., do with aid, advice, 
and consent of his Council of State, accordingly give and 
grant unto Edward Guthry seven hundred fifty-three acres 
of land, situate in King and Queen County at the mouth of 
Mattapony River, bounded as followeth: beginning at a 
poplar standing on the main swamp of Pepettico Creek and 
running thence N15ºW 175 poles by an old line of marked 
trees to a red oak and small pine by the ferry road, thence by 
the land of Mr. Richard Gregory N83ºW 154 poles to a branch 
of said Richard Gregory’s creek, thence down and along the 
said branch and creek the several courses to Mattapony 
River, including all marsh land, thence down and along the 
rivers of Mattapony and York the several courses to the 
mouth of Pepettico Creek. Including all marsh and [?] by and 
along the said creek and main swamp of the same (including 
all marsh) to the place it began, 300 acres of land part thereof 
being formerly granted to Richard Major by patent dated the  
January 17, 1649, and 300 acres of land another part thereof 
granted to Edward Simpson by patent dated December 4, 
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1654, and 84 acres of land another part thereof granted by 
patent unto the said Edward Simpson, dated April 24, 1669, 
and 69 acres, the residue, being overplush land within the  
extensions [and] bounds of the said patents.  The said 69 
acres of land being due unto the said Edward Guthrey by 
and for the transportation of two persons into this colony, all 
whose names are to be in the records mentioned under his 
patent. To have and to hold, etc., to be held etc., yielding and 
paying etc., provided etc., Dated October 25, 1695. 

The usual procedure to obtain a land grant in Virginia was to pay 
for the transportation of people to the colonies. It typically cost 
four to five pounds for passage from England to Virginia, and a 
grant usually provided 50 acres for each person.  

Edward Guthrey’s patent was more complicated. He was being 
assigned 684 acres that others had patented. Virginia land grants 
required that a certain amount of land be cleared, a dwelling 
built, and a quitrent paid annually to the proprietor (at this time, 
Edmund Andros, the “Knight Proprietor”), usually one shilling 
for each 50 acres.156 Some people changed their minds when 
faced with this undertaking and never seated the grant. In 1695, 
a more important reason was that a law had been passed in 
England annulling all land grants made during the dozen years 
the monarchy had been abolished by Oliver Cromwell and his 
Parliamentarians several decades earlier. 

The original patentees paid for the transportation of probably 14 
people. Edward Guthrey’s patent included 69 additional acres, 
for which he paid for the passage of two people, only one of 
whom (George Moria) was named. 

Edward only received 69 acres because that was all that could be 
squeezed between and around the three parcels assigned from 
others. The rest of the land was already taken. 

 
156 This provision is one of the “etc” in the patent. 
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There is enough information in the patent to derive fairly 
accurately the location of Edward Guthrey’s patent in King and 
Queen County. 

The bounds of the Virginia colony at that time are shown in this 
map from approximately the year 1690. 

 

Only the eastern part was actually colonized, the part around 
Chesapeake Bay and the rivers that emptied into it. A closeup is 
shown below. 
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The county designations on the map were applied before the 
year 1691, when King and Queen County split off from New 
Kent County, and well before 1702, when the southwestern part 
of King and Queen County split off to become King William 
County. A map published in 1714 shows the new counties.  
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A 19th century map shows the actual county boundaries. 
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The map above also shows the approximate location of Edward 
Guthrey’s patent in King and Queen County (the red oval). 

King William County is sandwiched between the Pamunkey 
River to the south and southwest and the Mattaponi River to the 
northeast. The two rivers have their confluence at the 
southeastern tip of King William County and become the York 
River, which flows into Chesapeake Bay. The southeastern 
boundary of King and Queen County is formed by the Mattaponi 
and York Rivers. 

The patent refers to two waterways with names that are not 
recognizable today – Richard Gregory’s Creek and Pepetico 
Creek. After a great deal of research tracing patents that mention 
the name Pepetico Creek, Malcolm Harris found that it was the 
waterway today called Goalders Creek.157 Richard Gregory’s 
Creek must perforce be the next one to the north, unnamed on 
current maps.  

Edward Guthrey’s patent can be readily traced out and is shown 
on the current map below. The property lies completely between 
the two creeks mentioned, Gregory’s and Pepetico, with the 
northeastern boundary defined by the metes and bounds 
specified in the patent and designated by magenta lines.158 

 
157 Malcolm H Harris, Old New Kent County (Virginia): some Account of 
the Planters, Plantations, and Places, Vol. I, self published, West Point, 
Virginia, 1977, p 296. 
158 The area of the land defined in this way is about 850 acres, rather 
than 753 as stated in the patent. It is quite possible that the mouth of 
Pepetico Creek was further north 300 years ago and has gradually 
moved southwards because of silt buildup. The acreage then would 
have been smaller. 
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The major waterway on the map is the Mattaponi River in the 
north, becoming the York River just about where Edward 
Guthrey’s land faces the river. The west bank of the Mattaponi is 
in King William County and the east bank in King and Queen 
County. Thus, even after King William County split off from 
King and Queen County, Edward Guthrey’s land remained in 
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King and Queen County. It was, however, spitting distance away 
from King William County. 

This patent was actually Edward Guthrey’s second. Earlier in 
1695 he obtained another 600 acres, formerly assigned and 
belonging to Edward Simpson. The text is in Appendix 9. The 
patent contains two 300-acre parcels, both of which refer to 
Pepetico Creek, but neither of which can be precisely placed on 
a map, and one of which is described in only the vaguest of 
terms.159 An estimate for the possible placement is shown on the 
map below, which also shows the more precise patent shown 
above. The red rectangle (300 acres) has the correct shape and 
must be fairly near its actual position, anchored by the head of 
Pepetico Creek. The green outline (300 acres) can only be said to 
be in the general area between Edward’s 753-acre patent and the 
300 acres in the red rectangle. 

 

 
159 Such as “southwest into the woods”. 
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Edward Guthrey’s land on the east side of the York River was 
mentioned in a Virginia statute in 1702 that fixed the price of 
ferry transportation between established points: 

From West Point to the Brick house, the price for a man one 
shilling, for a man and horse eighteen pence. 

From West Point to Gutteryes, the price for a man six pence, 
for a man and horse one shilling.160 

As seen on the maps above, there is today a road leading to a 
bridge to West Point at the tip of King William County, that road 
passing through what was Edward Guthrey’s patent land. That 
was very likely the same path referred to in Edward’s patent as 
the ferry road. It is also highly likely that the Guthreys ran the 
ferry that docked on their land, or at the very least shared in the 
running. 

King and Queen County has also suffered grievous record losses; 
consequently, we have no record of the sale of Edward Guthrey’s 
land to someone named Graves, but the renewal of the Virginia 
statute regulating ferry commerce tells us that it happened 
before 1705. 

From the Brick-house to West Point, the price for a man one 
shilling, for a man and horse eighteen pence. 

From West Point to Graves’s, the price for a man six pence, 
for a man and horse one shilling. 

A detailed map, probably drawn in the 1750s,161 shows Graves’s Ferry 
on what was the Guthrey patent.162 It also shows the Brick House on 
the west side of the York River, the ferry destination mentioned in the 
Virginia statutes. The settlement of West Point at the confluence of the 

 
160 Hening’s Statutes at Large, Vol. 3, Thomas Desilver, Philadelphia, 
1823, pp 219-220. 
161 Joshua Fry, Peter Jefferson, Robert Sayer, Thomas Jefferys, A map of 
the most inhabited part of Virginia. 
162 Note that Note also Pepetico Creek has the name Pepetice. 
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two rivers was not depicted, but was located where De La War (it was 
Lord Delaware’s land) is written. 

 

 

The sale of the Guthrey land on the York River sometime 
between 1702 and 1705 (the years of the ferry statutes) may 
correspond, we can hypothesize, to Edward Guthrey moving to 
King William County. This is supported by two documents, 
related to each other, that have Edward’s name, among the few 
King William County records that were not totally consumed by 
fire. They are both dated May 6, 1704, and they describe an 
obligation by John Claiborne of King William County to repay a 
loan made by John Graves, probably the same Graves that 
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purchased Edward Guthrey’s land on the York River. 163 Edward 
Guthrey was a witness to both documents.164 The first was a 
deed, conveying a 100-acre tract of land in King William County 
to John Graves for 3,500 pounds of tobacco. The final page is 
shown below, with Edward Guthrey’s name at the bottom. 

 

In the second document, John Claiborne acknowledged an 
obligation to John Graves of 20,000 pounds of “everyway 
merchantable sweet scented leaf tobacco”, with the condition 

 
163 King William County Miscellaneous Records Vol 1, pp 195-198. 
164 His surname was spelled Guthrie by the clerk who recorded the 
deed. 
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that the previous deed for 100 acres would be void if the debt 
were paid as in the contract. 
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There was another Guthrey in King and Queen County at this 
time, John Guthry, who owned land four to five miles south of 
Edward Guthrey’s York River patent (see Appendix 10 for more 
on John Guthrey). A quitrent roll from King and Queen County 
has been preserved. Edward’s name does not appear, but a John 
Guttery was assessed for 230 acres.165 Edward appears to have 
moved to King William County by the time the roll was taken. 

That seems to be all that we know of Edward Guthrey.166 We lack 
nearly 50 years of documents from King William and King and 
Queen Counties that might confirm that he was the father of 
Thomas Guthrey I.  

We know only that Thomas I in 1751 lived in St. John’s Parish, 
somewhere within the parish bounds shown below. 

 

 
165 Virginia Quit Rent Rolls, 1704, Virginia Historical Magazine, Vol 32, 
No. 2 (April, 1924), p 149. 
166 Joseph Guthrey, in Early American Guthries, refers to a record of the 
death of Edward Guthrey in Middlesex County in 1739. That Edward 
was almost certainly from a different line. The Middlesex County 
Guthrey line has been shown to have DNA distinct from the 
Cumberland County Guthrey line (see Ann Guthrie’s website, 
guthrie-genealogy.com). 
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If Edward Guthrey was the original immigrant of the 
Cumberland County Guthrey line, when did he arrive in the 
Virginia colony? 

We know only that he patented land in 1695. It ordinarily 
required some time to issue a patent after it was applied for, so 
we can assume that Edward arrived no later than 1690. We also 
note that his own name was not written as a person transported 
on either of his patents,167 which implies that his transportation 
was paid for by someone else, and therefore most likely took 
place well before 1690.168 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
167 It should be said that on Edward Guthrey’s October 1695 patent, 
Edward was given credit for the transportation of two people, but 
only one name was listed. There is a chance that Edward himself was 
the second person, but there is no lack of patents in which the 
patentee listed his own name. 
168 But after about 1660, because all the names of persons transported 
in patents granted through June 1666 (that is, through Patent Book 5) 
were included in Nell Marion Nugent’s Cavaliers and Pioneers). 
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Appendix 1 
Bernard Guthrey vs. Children of Henry 

Guthrey 

1. Bernard Guthrey’s petition (transcription in the chapter on 
Henry Guthrey’s estate). 
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2. Response of Patsey Guthrey (transcription in chapter on 
Henry Guthry’s estate). 
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3. Response of George Perkins. 

 

The answer of George Perkins to a bill of complaint exhibited 
against him and others by Bernard Guthry in the County 
Court of Cumberland,  

Who for answer thereto saith that he admits he is the 
administrator of Henry Guthry, deceased; that he has 
regularly taken an inventory of the decedent’s estate and 
returned the same to this court, which will more fully appear 
by reference to the same; that he admits the complainant’s 
statement in said bill so far as relate to this defendant and 
has no objection to a division of said estate according to the 
prayer of said bill and such decree as this court may think 
reasonable, and therefore prays to be dismissed with costs, 
etc. 



97 
 

George Perkins remained a defendant, despite raising no 
objections to Bernard’s proposals. 

 

4. Response of children of Henry Guthry. 
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The answer of Elizabeth Cox and Charles Lewis and Sarah, 
his wife, and the following infant children of Henry Guthry, 
deceased, to wit, Polly Guthry, Ann Guthry, Walker Guthry, 
Thomas Guthry, Nancy Guthry, David Guthry, Martha 
Guthry and Henry Guthry by their guardian, Alexander 
Guthry, to a bill in chancery exhibited exhibited against them 
and others by Bernard Guthry in the County Court of 
Cumberland. 

Who for answer thereto say that they admit that they are 
entitled to their distributive shares of the estate of henry 
Guthry, deceased, and that Patsey Guthry, widow and relict 
of the said Henry, is entitled to her dower in said estate; that 
they admit the complainant’s statement in said bill and have 
no objection to a division of said estate after laying off and 
assigning to Patsey Guthry her dower, nor have they any 
objection to a sale of said property by commissioners for the 
purpose of making said division. 

And they further answer that according to the statement in 
said bill, a division cannot be made without a sale of said 
Negroes, to wit, Joe, Cate, Chloe, and Simon. They being the 
only Negroes, the widow entitled to her dower in them, and 
many distributees to be divided among, they therefore have 
no objection to any decree the court may think reasonable 
and therefore pray to be dismissed with costs, etc. 

And they further admit according to the statement in the full 
bill that the distributive shares of each distribute in the said 
309 acres of land is not worth one hundred dollars, including 
that part to which the widow is entitled as her dower in said 
land, and therefore have no objection to a sale of said land 
and a division of the proceeds of such sale according to the 
prayer of the plaintiff’s bill. 

Elizabeth Cox 
A. Guthry 
Charles Lewis, for myself and wife 
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Appendix 2 
Thomas Guthrey II Marriage Bond 

to Catharine Cox, 1823 
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Appendix 3 
Letters Filed by Heirs of Bernard Guthrey 

in Madison County, Alabama 

 

1. Madison County Deed Book O, p 438 
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2. Madison County Deed Book O, p 439 
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3. Madison County Deed Book O, p 440 

 

4. Madison County Deed Book O, p 505 
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5. Madison County Deed Booki O, p 506 
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6. Madison County Deed Book O, p 507 
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Appendix 4 
Text of Henry S. Guthrey’s Bankruptcy 

Deed 

 

After the Civil War, many individuals and many institutions in 
the South, including banks, became impoverished because of 
debts they owed. While they may have seemed to be solvent 
before the war’s end, they found themselves in a situation in 
which the private debts they had contracted had to be repaid in 
U.S. dollars (sometimes with a conversion factor), while the 
public debt that was owed them was repudiated by U.S. law, or 
had been denominated in Confederate dollars, which became 
worthless.169 The main assets of landowners were land and 
slaves. The slaves were freed and the land depreciated greatly 
after the conflict, because there was so little money in circulation. 

Henry S. Guthrey, the youngest brother of Thomas Guthrey II, 
was such a victim. He was too old to fight in the war, but given 
the large number of slaves he owned, there is little doubt which 
side he supported. Though we have no records to cite, that 
support probably extended to a sizable investment in Virginia or 
Confederate war bonds, which well-to-do planters were put 
under considerable pressure to buy. Those bonds became 
worthless. 

Business was overwhelmingly conducted on credit. Planters 
would buy seed, machinery, and household goods during the 
year, to be paid for when the crops were sold in the fall. The 
crops themselves were often paid for by promissory notes, and 
all of these notes, if the borrower did not wish to wait to collect, 
could be sold to banks or note brokers at a discount. Henry S. 

 
169 In this category are included both state and Confederate banknotes, 
the main forms of currency during the war, and Confederate war 
bonds. 
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Guthrey at any given time had notes owing him and notes due. 
Henry himself had occasion to sue for collection of debts, but 
what drove him into effective bankruptcy was a judgement 
against him. The deed of sale tells a story about the 
circumstances.170 Note that among the numerous creditors 
named, several were relatives of Henry’s wife, born Mary Agnes 
Womack. 

This deed made this 1st day of February, 1866, between 
Henry S. Guthrey of the first part {and] A. D. Dickinson and 
Robert M. Dickinson of the second part and E. Wanin & Son, 
S. H. Hines, J. P. Fitzgerald, guardian of Richard Allen’s 
children, R. S. Hines & Co., William J. Rice, William H. Cary 
as guardian or personal representative of William J. Cary, 
Thomas T. Tredway, Richard Stokes, James H. Guthrey, 
Sarah Baldwin, B. C. Peters, A. B. Cralle, James Hatchett, 
Charles J. Anderson, E. Wiltse, the president, directors, etc. 
of the Farmers Bank of Virginia, John P. Hughes, the legal 
heirs and representatives of Davis Ross, deceased, Peyton R. 
Berkeley, A. D. Dickinson, executor of Wyatt Whitehead, 
deceased, Robert L. Dabney, Mary M. Smith, Appomattox 
Savings Bank at Farmville, G. S. Harper, creditors of H. S. 
Guthrey, and R. S. Hines, William L. Womack, J. L. A. 
Womack, Archer W. Womack, F. N. Watkins, John P. 
Hughes, sureties of H. S. Guthrey, of the third part. 

Whereas the said Henry S. Guthrey is indebted to  

• H. E. Wanin & Son by bond bearing interest from July 1, 
1861, for $116;  

• to J. P. Fitzgerald, guardian of Richard Allen’s children 
by bond with R. S. Hines as surety, for $400, due about 
1860 and subject to a credit of $100 paid about October, 
1865;  

• to S. H. Hines, balance due on bond supposed to be 
$252.83, December 11, 1865, but subject to any credits 
that may hereafter be shown to be applicable thereto; 

 
170 Prince Edward County Deed Book 28, pp 563-566. Bullets have 
been inserted to make the document easier to comprehend. 
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• to R. S. Hines & Co., balance on bond supposed to be 
$357.40, but subject to any further credits that may 
appear to be due; 

• to William J. Rice by bond for $185.69 with interest from 
January 1, 1866; 

• to James H. Guthrey by bond for $1,893.36 with interest 
from January 1, 1866; 

• to William H. Cary as guardian or personal 
representative of William J. Cary, by bond with William 
L. Womack and James A. Womack as sureties, for 
$682.65, May 1, 1860;  

• to Thomas T. Tredway, by bond with Archer W. 
Womack as sureties, dated June 15, 1863, for $700 in 
Confederate States treasury notes, to be scaled to its real 
value in currency of legal tender; 

• to Richard Stokes by bond executed about 1860 for about 
$70, subject to a credit about November or December 
1865 for $10 in gold and $5 federal money; 

• to Sarah Baldwin by bond, December 20, 1860, for $300, 
subject to some credits; 

• to B. C. Peters by bond for $75, January 1, 1860, and due 
February 1861 for $11; 

• to A. B. Cralle by bond about 1860 for about $60; 
• to James Hatchett by bond in 1860 for about $185; 
• to the legal heirs or representatives of the estate of David 

Ross, due from said Guthrey as administrator of said 
Ross, with George P. Hughes as surety as his 
administrator, an amount about $500; 

• to Charles J. Anderson for corn, flour, bacon, and other 
family supplies as of June 15, 1865, for $200; 

• to E. Wiltse, balance due on negotiable note, April 3, 
1861, of $50, and an amount due January 1, 1861, for 
$9.12; 

• to the president, directors, etc. of the Farmers Bank of 
Virginia on a note or notes for about $400, with F. N. 
Watkins or R. S. Hines or both as endorsers; the said debt 
to be scaled to its real value in currency of a legal tender; 
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• to Dr. P. R. Berkeley by medical account due about 
January 1, 1866, for an amount supposed to be about 
$100; 

• to A. D. Dickinson, executor of Wyatt Whitehead, by 
bond with William L. Womack surety for $85, due March 
1, 1860; 

• to Robert L. Dabney for tuition account of about $40 as 
of January 1, 1866; 

• to Mary Moore Smith for tuition account of same date, 
supposed to be about $60; 

• to the Appomattox Savings Bank at Farmville by note or 
notes (dates not remembered) with R. S. Hines endorser, 
amount of which not remembered, but believes not to 
exceed $500, the same to be scaled to its real value in 
currency of legal tender; 

• and to G. S. Harfin by bond, with James A. Womack as 
surety, for $75, January 9, 1866; 

which said debts the said H. S. Guthrey is desirous of 
securing and paying. 

Now this deed witnesseth that in consideration of these 
presents, and for the further consideration of the sum of $5 
paid by the said parties of the second part, the receipt 
whereof is hereby acknowledged, the said H. S. Guthrey has 
granted and sold, and by these presents does for himself, his 
heirs, executors, etc., sell, convey, and transfer to the said 
parties of the second part the following property, to wit: 

• The tract of land on which the said H. S. Guthrey resides, 
near Prince Edward County [Ha], containing by 
estimation from four to six hundred acres, be the same 
more or less, with all the appurtenances and privileges 
pertaining thereto;  

• together with all the farming implements and 
carpenter’s tools thereon;  

• including carts, wagons, carriage and harness, etc.;  
• one horse, two mules, all his stock of cattle (of six head, 

including a yoke of work oxen), his stock of hogs, 
consisting of about 20 in number, including pigs;  
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• all his household and kitchen furniture (excluding 
therefrom one piano, which is at this house of said 
Guthrey but belonging to Mrs. Charles J. Anderson);  

• also a debt due to the said H. S. Guthrey by Robert 
Franklin, secured by deed of trust executed November 
13, 1856 and recorded November 17, 1856, to R. B. 
Thackston, trustee for a lot of land and other property, 
of which said debt there remained due and unpaid on 
April 1, 1864, $388.73; 

• also a debt due to said Guthrey of $200 as of May 16, 
1849, by Nathaniel Jones and secured by deed of that 
date for lot of land from Nathaniel A. Venable and A. C., 
his wife, to said Guthrey and Jones, recorded in the 
clerk’s office of the county court of Prince Edward on 
May 19, 1849; 

• also a debt now in suit in the circuit court of Prince 
Edward, due by A. C. Elliott of New York, on which 
there is believed to be due $2,359.99. 

To have and to hold the said land, stock, implements, debts 
and other property and effects herein conveyed to them, the 
said A. D. Dickinson and Robert M. Dickinson and their heirs 
and assigns forever, and the said Guthrey covenants to 
warrant generally the said property and debts,  

In trust nevertheless that the said parties of the second part 
shall permit the said Guthrey to remain in quiet and 
peaceable possession of the said land and other property and 
enjoy the use and occupation of the same until required as 
hereinafter provided to sell the same, but the debts herein 
conveyed, the said trustees are at liberty to collect whenever 
in their discretion it may seem best; and whenever the said 
trustees shall be requested by the said H. S. Guthrey, or by 
the creditors or securities representing a majority in interest 
of the debts herein provided for, then they, the said A. D. 
Dickinson and Robert M. Dickinson (trustees as aforesaid) 
shall proceed to sell the whole or any part of said property 
as may be necessary for the purpose, on such terms as in their 
judgment will best promote the interests of all parties, and 
out of the money arising from such sale or collection (after 
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paying all needful expenses attending the drafting of this 
deed and carrying into effect the trust hereby created) shall 
in the first place pay and satisfy the several debts herein 
before mentioned, on which other persons are bound as 
sureties or endorsers, it being the object and intent of this 
deed to save harmless and indemnify them from all loss or 
liability by reason of their undertaking for said Guthrey. 

And when these said debts shall have been fully paid and 
discharged, and the said sureties relieved of all liability 
therefor, the said trustees shall pay pari passu the other debts 
herein before enumerated, giving to each a rateable 
proportion thereof, and the residue, if any, pay over to the 
said H. S. Guthrey, his heirs, assigns, or personal 
representatives. 

And if the said debts herein provided for shall be fully paid 
before the day of sale, then this deed shall be void, or else 
remain in full force and virtue. 

Witness the following signatures and seals this 1st day of 
February, 1866. 

Several members of the Womack family made out very similar deeds to 
the same trustees, the two Dickinsons, including their uncollected notes 
from Henry S. Guthrey among the property conveyed. 
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Appendix 5 
1751 Purchase Deed and Lease Documents 

from Thomas and Elizabeth Harvey to 
Thomas Guttery171 

 

 
171 Cumberland County Deed Book 1, pp 289-293. 
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Transcribed, the entire deed reads as follows.172 

This Indenture made the 23rd day of February in the year of 
our Lord Christ 1750,173 between Thomas Harvey and 
Elizabeth his wife of Cumberland County in Southam 
Parish, planter, of the one part and Thomas Guttery of King 
William County in Saint John Parish, planter, of the other 
part. Whereas the said Thomas Guttery by one indenture of 
lease to him made by the said Thomas Harvey and Elizabeth 
his wife the day before the date of these presents is in actual 
and peaceable possession of the premises hereinafter 
granted, to the intent that by virtue of the said lease and of 
the statute for transferring uses into possession the said 
Thomas Guttery may be the better enabled to accept a release 
of the reversion and inheritance thereof, limited to the uses 
hereinafter mentioned, to him and his heirs forever, the said 
Thomas Harvey and Elizabeth his wife therefore, in 
consideration of the sum of 100 pounds current money of 
Virginia to him in hand paid before the sealing and delivery 
of these presents, the receipt whereof he doth hereby 
acknowledge, hath granted, bargained, sold, aliened, 
remised, released, enfeoffed, and confirmed, and by these 
presents do for himself, his heirs, executors and 
administrators grant bargain, sell alien, remise, release, 
enfeoff and confirm unto the said Thomas Guttery, his heirs 
and assigns, all that plantation, tract, or parcel of land 
situate, lying and being in the said County of Cumberland 

 
172 Lightly edited for spelling and punctuation, with some spelled-out 
numbers changed to numerical form. 
173 By the current calendar the year was actually 1751. The clerk of 
Cumberland County recorded the date under the old system, in 
which the legal year started on March 25, although in some other 
deeds he recorded the year as 1750-51 for dates between January 1 
and March 25. The legal year in Britain and its colonies changed to 
begin on January 1 in 1752, but for many years before that people 
commonly began the new year on January 1, leading to dual dating 
between January 1 and March 25 in many official documents, e.g., 
1723-24, depending on whether one was using the old, legal system 
(1723) or the newer system (1724), which corresponds to modern 
dating. 
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and Parish of Southam, being the land granted to Daniel 
Terry by patent bearing date June 10, 1737, containing 400 
acres, lying on the branches of Pidy Rock branch and 
bounded as followeth, to wit: Beginning at a Spanish oak in 
Mr. Henry Cary’s line, running thence on his line N42ºE 292 
poles to pointers, thence new lines S47ºE 290 poles to 
pointers, S42ºW 292 poles to pointers and N47ºW 290 poles 
to the first station. To have and to hold the said plantation, 
tract and parcel of land and all and singular the premises 
with the appurtenances to him, the said Thomas Guttery, his 
heirs and assigns, to the proper use and behoof of him, the 
said Thomas Guttery, his heirs and assigns forever, free and 
clear from all claim, title, challenge, or demand of the 
aforesaid Thomas Harvey or his heirs, executors and 
administrators and all persons claiming under him or them 
or any of them and from all claims or demand of dower or 
any other legal demand whatsoever, and the said Thomas 
Harvey, for himself, his heirs, executors and administrators, 
doth further covenant, promise, and grant to and with the 
said Thomas Guttery, his heirs and assigns, that he, the said 
Thomas Guttery, how is and stands lawfully and rightfully 
seized of and in the premises and appurtenances of a good 
and indefeasible estate of inheritance in fee simple and hath 
good right and absolute authority to grant and convey the 
same according to the true intent and meaning of these 
present, and that it shall be lawful to and for the said Thomas 
Guttery, his heirs and assigns from time to time and at all 
times forever hereafter to have, hold, possess, occupy and 
enjoy the said plantation, tract, and parcel of land, with the 
premises and appurtenances thereunto belonging, without 
suit, trouble, or molestation of the said Thomas Harvey or 
his heirs, executors and administrators, or any of them, and 
that he, the said Thomas Harvey, his heirs, executors and 
administrators, shall and will forever warrant and defend 
the said land and premises, with the appurtenances, to be 
free and clear unto the said Thomas Guttery, his heirs and 
assigns forever, against him the said Thomas Harvey, his 
heirs, executors and administrators or assigns, and all 
persons claiming under him or them or any other person 
whatsoever. In witness whereof the said Thomas Harvey 
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and Elizabeth his wife to these presents have set their hands 
and affixed their seals the day and year first above 
mentioned.     

A lease document follows immediately in the deed book.  
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Transcribed, we have 

This indenture made February 22, 1750, between Thomas 
Harvey and Elizabeth, his wife, of Cumberland County in 
Southam Parish, planter, of the one part and Thomas Guttery 
of King William County in St. John’s Parish, planter, of the 
other part. 

Whereas the said Thomas Harvey, in consideration of five 
shillings sterling to him in hand paid before the sealing and 
delivery of these present, the receipt whereof he doth hereby 
acknowledge, hath bargained, sold, leased, and to farm let,  

and by these presents do bargain, sell, lease, and to farm let 
unto the said Thomas Guttery all that plantation, tract and 
parcel of land situate, lying and being in the county of 
Cumberland and Parish of Southam, being the land granted 
to Daniel Terry by patent bearing date June 10, 1737, 
containing 400 acres lying on the branches of Pidy Rock 
branch and bounded as followeth, to wit, beginning at a 
Spanish oak in W. V. Henry Cary’s line, running thence on 
his line N42ºE 292 poles to pointer, thence new lines S47ºE 
219 poles to pointers, S42ºW 292 poles to pointers, and 
N47ºW 219 poles to the first station. 

To have and to hold the said plantation, tract, and parcel of 
land with the premises and appurtenances unto the said 
Thomas Guttery, his heirs and assigns, from the day of the 
date hereof during the term of one year from thence next 
ensuing, paying therefore the rent of one grain of corn only 
if the same be lawfully demanded to the intent that, by virtue 
of these presents and of the statute for transferring uses into 
possession, the said Thomas Guttery may be in actual 
possession of the premises and enable a grant of the 
reversion and inheritance thereof. 

Limited to the uses aforesaid, to him and his heirs and 
assigns forever. In witness whereof, the said Thomas Harvey 
and Elizabeth, his wife, to these presents have set their hands 
and affixed their seals, the day and year first above 
mentioned. 
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The two deeds together, first a deed of lease for one year for a 
rent of “one peppercorn”, followed by a deed of release, was an 
old and cumbersome English system for conveyance that was 
sometimes used in the Virginia colony. 
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Appendix 6 
Last Will and Testament of Thomas 

Guthrey (abt 1715 – 1800) 

 

In the name of God amen. I, Thomas Guthrey of the parish of 
Littleton in the county of Cumberland, being of sound mind and 
memory, but calling to mind the uncertainty of life, do make, 
publish, and ordain this my last will and testament in manner 
and form below, viz.,  

After first recommending my soul to the mercy of God and 
desiring that my body may be buried in a Christian-like decent 
manner at the discretion of my executors, hereafter named and 
appreciated, it is my will and desire that all my just debts and 
funeral expenses be first paid. 

I give to my son Alexander Guthrey five shillings sterling. 

I give to my daughter, Susannah Moore, two Negroes, viz., Violet 
and Philly, for the support of herself and her children during her 
natural life; and after the death of my said daughter Susannah, it 
is my will and desire that the said Negroes, Violet and Philly, 
with all their increase from the time that my said daughter had 
possession of the said two slaves aforesaid, be equally divided 
between the children of my said daughter Susannah and their 
heirs forever. 

I give and bequeath to my son Travis Guthrey one Negro named 
Bob, to him and his heirs forever. 

I give and bequeath to my son Henry Guthrey one Negro named 
Peter, to him and his heirs forever. 

I give and devise to my son William Guthrey the land and 
plantation where I now live, also one Negro named Sam, as well 
as the [?] before the date hereof delivered to him, to him and his 
heirs forever. 
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I give to my son John Guthrey and his heirs forever one Negro 
named Jack, upon this condition, that he pays unto all my 
children when required, except Susannah Moore, 50 shillings per 
annum, to be divided between all my aforesaid children, 
including my said John, during the time that the said Negro slave 
may be capable of bodily labor, to be judged by my executors 
hereafter named, the aforesaid sum of 50 shillings per annum to 
be calculated from the time of my death. 

I give and bequeath to my daughter Sarah Coleman one Negro 
named Judith and her increase, to her and her heirs forever. 

I give and bequeath to my granddaughter Sarah Guthrey, 
daughter of my son William Guthrey, having promised the child 
the same, my man colt known by the name of young Kid, to her 
and her heirs forever. 

I give to my grandson John Guthrey, son of my son William 
Guthrey my small-bored gun, to him and his heirs forever. 

It is further my will and desire that all the residue of my estate, 
of what nature or kind soever not before mentioned or before the 
date hereof given up to my said children, be equally divided 
between all my children or their legal representatives, except my 
son Alexander Guthrey and Susannah Moore, my old large bible 
excepted, which I give to my daughter Susannah Moore, to her 
and her heirs forever.  

Lastly, I nominate and appoint Robert Anderson, Samuel 
Anderson, and my son Alexander Guthrey executors of this, my 
last will and testament, revoking and making void all other will 
before by me made. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto set my hand and affixed my 
seal this October 6, 1790, in the fifteenth year of the 
Commonwealth. 
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Appendix 7 
Thomas Guthrey and Mary Baskerville 

 

The marriage bonds recorded in Cumberland County in 
December 1793 between Thomas Guthrey and Mary (Polly) 
Baskerville (below) have been a conundrum for Guthrey family 
researchers. 

 

 

Laurence R. Guthrie, in his comprehensive work, American 
Guthrie and Allied Families, inferred that the groom was the man 
we have designated as Thomas Guthrey I, born around 1715.174 
Joseph A. Guthrie, in his work, disputed that conclusion, but 
offered no other, aside from the supposition that this Thomas 
was a grandson or grandnephew of Thomas Guthrey I.175  

That turns out to be true; it was a grandson. Two of Thomas 
Guthrey I’s five sons, Travis and Henry, had sons whom they 
named Thomas. Thomas I’s son William is also credited with a 

 
174 Laurence R. Guthrie, American Guthrie and Allied Families, Kerr 
Printing Co., Chambersburg, Pennsylvania, 1933, p 37. 
175 Joseph A. Guthrie, Early Virginia Guthries and Their Kentucky 
Descendants, Kansas City, E. L. Mendenhall, 1946, p 32. 
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son named Thomas by many, though the evidence is extremely 
thin. 

On well over a hundred family trees, the husband of Mary 
Baskerville is identified as Thomas, the son of William Guthrey, 
son of Thomas Guthrey I. The evidence appears to come from 
the second of the two marriage bonds displayed above, on which 
William Guthrey was a security.176 At first glance, it appears that 
Thomas himself, along with his father, was acting as security. 

But John Guthrey, the oldest child of William Guthrey was born 
in 1779. Thomas, whenever after that he might have been born, 
was entirely too young to get married in 1793. And he would not 
have been of legal age, and so could not have signed as a 
guarantor of his own marriage bond. So, despite the marriage 
bond, that is clearly impossible.  

And the husband of Mary Baskerville could not have been Henry 
Guthrey’s son Thomas. He was not even born yet. 

The existing evidence supports the identification of the Thomas 
Guthrey who married Mary Baskerville as the son of Travis 
Guthrey. This may seem unlikely, given that Travis had moved 
to Halifax County, but this Thomas Guthrey was old enough 
(born around 1777), and his wife was indeed named Mary.177 

As for the Thomas and William Guthrey who signed his 
marriage bond as securities, Thomas was probably his 

 
176 The bonds themselves (what are displayed above are just index 
cards) would normally consist of a guarantee in the amount of $500, 
or a like sum, and the securities would have to pay if the groom did 
not carry through with the marriage. 
177 See Halifax County Chancery Court Case 1837-019, 
www.lva.virginia.gov/chancery/case_detail.asp?CFN=083-1837-019, 
in which the deceased Thomas’s children sue Mary to allow the sale 
of Thomas’s personal property, i.e., slaves, and the distribution of the 
proceeds. 
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grandfather, Thomas Guthrey I, and William was his uncle, 
standing in, because Thomas’s father was in Halifax County. 
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Appendix 8 
John Guthrey Revolutionary War Pension 

Application 
 

Below is a transcription of the pension application of John 
Guthrey (son of Thomas Guthrey I), as rendered by the court set 
up to examine applicants in Halifax County, Virginia, in 1832. 

On the 25th day of September 1832, personally appeared 
before the Court of Halifax County now sitting: John 
Guthrey, a resident of said county, aged 72 years, who being 
first duly sworn according to law, doth on his oath make the 
following declaration in order to obtain the benefit of the Act 
of Congress passed June 7, 1832, that he entered the service 
of the United States in the month of May 1780, and marched 
from the county of Cumberland in the state of Virginia, in a 
company of drafted militia, which was commanded by Capt. 
Charles Balloo, Lieutenant Robert Anderson, and Lieut. 
William Balloo, crossed Stanton River at Bibbs’ ferry, went 
through the county of Halifax, crossing Dan River at Boyd’s 
ferry, into the state of North Carolina, and was stationed at 
Hillsborough four or five weeks and was attached to Col. 
Stubblefield’s regiment in General Stevens’ brigade. 

From thence we marched to Deep River, from thence to 
Massie’s ferry on [the] Pee Dee River, from thence, [with] the 
main army under the command of General Gates, marched 
to, or near, Camden,178 but I was left at Pee Dee as a guard to 
the baggage wagons. 

About 10 or 12 days [later], General Gates being defeated 
near Camden, his army retreated and came back to Pee Dee, 
and from there we marched back to Hillsborough, where 
many of the men deserted. 

 
178 In South Carolina. The Pee Dee River was written Pedee in the 
document. 
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From thence we went to New Garden in Rockingham 
County. We were under the command of Col. Faulkner at 
that place about 15 days, when we were discharged by Col. 
Faulkner in the month of October 1780. The whole time of 
service rendered in this tour, including the time of traveling 
home, was at least six months. My discharge is lost and 
cannot be found, but the service rendered is proved by 
William Hubbard, who was a soldier with me at that time 
and is now on the pension list. 

I again entered the service of the United States, being drafted 
about the first of February, 1781, and marched from the said 
county of Cumberland in a company of militia which was 
commanded by said Capt. Charles Balloo, Lieut. William 
Anderson, and Ensign Samuel Williams, to Moore’s Old 
Ordinary in the county of Amelia.179 

From thence we marched through the county of Lunenburg, 
crossed the Roanoke River at Taylor’s ferry, entered the state 
of North Carolina, passed Hillsborough, went to the high 
rock,180 from thence to Guilford Courthouse, where we 
joined General Green’s army. 

Remained with him until after the battle was fought near that 
place on the 15th of March, 1781. I was in the said battle in 
Col. Randolph’s regiment, in General Lawson’s brigade. The 
Americans were defeated and rendezvoused again at 
Troublesome Ironworks, near Haw River. From thence we 
marched to Ramsey’s mill on Deep River, where many of the 
militia were discharged, but we marched from there to South 
Boston, or Boyd’s Ferry,181 in the county of Halifax, Virginia, 
where [I was] discharged. 

The whole time of service rendered on this tour was six 
weeks. I have no discharge in my possession. I know no 
person living that was in service with me on that tour, but [I] 

 
179 Moore’s Old Ordinary was a town (now called Meherrin) named 
for George Moore’s tavern (ordinary). It was not in Amelia County, 
but in southeast Prince Edward County. 
180 High Rock Lake on the Yadkin River. 
181 The settlement at Boyd’s Ferry was renamed South Boston in 1796. 
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can prove that the service was rendered by Charles Allen,182 
who lived a near neighbor to me and knew of my being in 
the service. 

I again entered the service of the United States about the first 
of September, 1781, as volunteer, and went with Benjamin 
Wilson, who was a commissary, with a parcel of beeves, by 
order of Col. George Carrington from the said county of 
Cumberland, to the lower end of the state of Virginia and 
was regularly engaged with the said commissary, Benjamin 
Wilson, nine weeks, when I was discharged soon after the 
surrender of Lord Cornwallis at Little York, which cleared 
me of a three months’ tour. The beeves drove were for the 
use of the army. I know of no person living that was in that 
business with me. I have lost my discharge and it cannot be 
found. 

I was born in the county of Cumberland in the state of 
Virginia in the year 1760. My age was recorded in my father’s 
family bible, from which I have taken an extract that is now 
in my possession. I resided in the said county of Cumberland 
when I entered the service of the Revolution. I lived in the 
said county of Cumberland when the war ended. I lived in 
that county about ten years after the war ended, then moved 
into the county of Halifax, Virginia, and have lived in that 
county ever since. 

I hereby relinquish every claim whatever to a pension or 
annuity except  the present, and declare that my name is not 
on the pension roll of the agency of any state. 

  John Guthrey 

Sworn to and subscribed the day and year aforesaid. 

And the said court do hereby declare their opinion, after the 
investigation of the matter and after putting the 
interrogatories prescribed by the War Department, together 
with the proof exhibited to us, that the above named 
applicant was a revolutionary soldier and served as he 

 
182 Charles Allen was the brother of John’s wife, born Elizabeth Allen. 



129 
 

states, and the court further certifies that it appears to them 
that William Hubbard and Charles Allen, residents of the 
said county of Halifax, whose affidavits have been produced 
to us as evidence in this case, are credible persons, and that 
their statement is entitled to credit. 
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Appendix 9 
Patents Related to Edward Guthrey’s 1695 

Patent for 753 Acres in King and Queen 
County 

 

A. Edward Simpson, December 1654 

To all etc, Whereas etc., Now know ye that I, the said Richard 
Benneit Esq, give and grant unto Edward Simpson 600 acres of 
land in the county of Glocester, bounded etc.; 300 acres part 
thereof being at a marked tree upon the head of a second 
dividend of land of the said Simpson’s and extending ENE 286 
poles to two marked oaks and upon the land of Ashwell Battin 
or Leonard Chamberlain and from thence SSE 168 poles to a 
marked oak standing on the main swamp upon the head of 
Pepetico Creek, along the said swamp WSW 286 poles to the said 
Simpson’s second dividend, and along the said dividend NNE 
to the place where it first began, and 300 acres, the residue, 
running east by south by the lands of the said Edward Simpson 
and into the woods SW and ESE and NNW, bounded by marked 
trees and running by a swamp called Pepetico Creek.  

The said land being due unto the said Edward Simpson by and 
for the transportation of 12 persons into this colony etc, to have 
and to hold etc, yielding etc, paying etc, which payment is to be 
made every[?] year after the first grant orsealing thereof and not 
before. Dated the December 4, 1654. 

George Atkins, John Powell, James Wilson, William Short, 
Robert Weekes, James Muskatina, Robert Foster, James 
Davis, William Wragg, Robert Ward, Francis Wright, Robert 
Lamb. 
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B. Edward Guthrey, Patent Book 8, p 425, April 21, 1695,  

To all etc., whereas, etc., now know ye that I, the said Sir Edmond 
Andros, Knight Governor, etc., do, with the advice and consent 
of the Council of State, accordingly give and grant unto Edward 
Guthrey 600 acres of land in King and Queen County, formerly 
Glocester County, bounded etc. 300 acres part hereof beginning 
at a marked tree upon the head of the second dividend of land of 
Edward Simpson’s and extending ENE 286 poles to two marked 
oaks and upon the land of Ashwell Battin or Leonard 
Chamberlaine, and from thence SSE 168 poles to a marked oak 
standing upon the main swamp upon the head of Pepetico 
Creek, along the said swamp WSW 286 poles to the said 
Simpson’s second dividend and along his said dividend NNW 
to the place where it first began; and 300 acres, the residue,  
running east by south by the lands of the said Edward Simpson 
and into the woods SW and ESE and NNW and bounded by 
marked trees and running by a swamp called Pepetico Creek, 
and said land was formerly granted to Edward Simpson by 
patent bearing date December 4, 1854, under the usurpation of 
Oliver Cromwell and now renewed to the said Edward Guthry 
by order of the Honorable General Court, bearing date April 15, 
1695, and is further due unto the said Edward Guthry by and for 
the importation of twelve persons into this colony, all whose 
names are to be in the records mentioned under this patent, to 
have and to hold etc., and to be held etc., and yielding and 
paying etc., provided etc. Dated April 21, 1695. 

Jonathan Acum, William and Susana Hair, Edmund and 
Edward Carter, Richard Parker, William Morrison, Thomas 
Lurge, William Dally, Samuel Whitson, Rebecka Field, 
Nathaniel Wafton 
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Appendix 10 
John Guthrey and Guthrie Creek 

 

Less than five miles south of the land Edward Guthrey patented 
in 1695, at the southern extremity of King and Queen County, 
lies a waterway named Guthrie Creek. 
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Guthrie Creek was earlier known as King’s Creek, as shown on 
the map below. 

 

In 1691, a patent was issued to a John Guthry for 200 acres on 
the south side of King’s Creek.183 

 

 
183 Virginia Patent Book 8, pp 158-159. 
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Guthrie Creek was fairly obviously named either for this John 
Guthrey or for one or several of his descendants. John Guthrey 
could well have been the brother of Edward Guthrey. In fact, it 
would be a striking coincidence if John and Edward were not 
close relatives. 

John Guthrey is mentioned in several of the surviving records of 
King and Queen County,184 and appears to have lived out his life 
on the land he patented in 1691.185 

 

 
 

 
184 See “John Guthrie of K&Q VA” on Ann Guthrie’s Guthrie Research 
family tree on Ancestry.com: www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/3406955/person/6968279040/facts. 
185 In 1714, “John Guthery” was issued an additional 77 acres 
contiguous with the 200 acres he had already patented (Virginia 
Patent Book 10, p 194). 


