
Addendum #2 
Ann Guthrie Comments 

After reading the manuscript of Thomas Guthrey (1796-1890) of McMinn County, Tennessee, Ann 
Guthrie made a number of observations and raised several questions. Some are recorded below. 

Preface: 

Guttridge, Guthridge and Gutteridge surnames do show up as DNA matches for individuals in 
the Guthrie DNA Project. I’m not entirely convinced that they are only variations of Goodrich. 
However, they do tend to be associated with people who have more recent Ancestry in England 
or those whose families went from Scotland to England rather than Scotland to Ireland. These 
are autosomal DNA tests, so the genetic connections could technically be from other ancestors 
rather than a Guthrie-Guttridge relationship. There are no current YDNA project participants 
currently using the Guttridge variant. 

Thomas Guthrey II: 

Correct placement among the descendants of Thomas Guthrey and Sarah Oakes of Guthrie 
Family Group 4 has now been resolved. This research on Thomas Guthrey 1796VA-1890TN now 
confirms this McMinn, TN man belongs to Henry Guthrey’s line rather than his brother Travis. 
The data needed someone to bring it together in a coherent way. It certainly fills a gap in my 
own records. 

Henry Guthrey’s Children: 

There are two other major discoveries to be found as a result of reading this report. First, is that 
one of our detached lineages from Guthrie Family Group 4 has now found a permanent home 
on the family tree. The descendants of Henry Sidney Guthrie 1807- 1896 of Prince Edward Co., 
Virginia match the YDNA profile for GFG4, by we could not provide the identity of his parents.  
There is now enough evidence to support that Henry Sidney Guthrie was the youngest son of 
Henry & Patience ‘Patsy’ Guthrey.  

The second discovery may cause some heartache as it appears we have a new case of Mistaken 
Identity to discuss. New documentation for Henry’s daughter Nancy Guthrey will definitely 
shake up some existing trees. More on that further below. 

Speculation about the birth order of Henry’s children: 

The legal case wherein Bernard Guthrey brings suit against his siblings identifies them by name 
in an order which may indeed be eldest to youngest. Rather than assign an arbitrary date as a 
likely birth year, let’s examine each of them according to the evidence. This is one way to see if 
the estimated year falls into the correct birth range, and determine if the birth order is the same 
as that in the legal case. 
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Bernard is technically not on the list because he is the plaintiff. The others are the defendants, 
who are listed in the following order: Elizabeth, Sarah, Polly, Ann, Walker, Thomas, Nancy, 
David, Martha, Henry. 

My calculations and estimated are listed further below along with notes, but here’s a summary. 

Based on everything here, Bernard Guthrey definitely appears to be the oldest son, however, I 
don’t necessarily think he is the oldest child. The others are probably listed by birth order if one 
assumes that Elizabeth and Sallie married before the younger siblings. Elizabeth may actually 
be older than Bernard. 

When it comes to dates of birth that are not specifically documented (even when they are 
sometimes literally written in stone) I like to start out with examining an estimated range rather 
than just jotting down a random year. Even if we put “about” next to it someone will take that 
date as a fact. 

All of the children who were 21 and over in 1809 during the Chancery Court case were born 
prior to 1788. (Bernard, Elizabeth, and Sarah) 

Eight remained minors (under 21) were born between 1789-1809. Even though Henry died in 
1808, listing 1809 allows a few months for the birth of a posthumous child, if applicable. (Polly, 
Ann, Walker, Thomas, Nancy, David, Martha, and Henry.) 

Only four of those eight required guardians when Patsy died in 1811. Martha, Henry, Thomas, 
and David were born probably born between 1790-1809. 

That does not mean that the other four were all born in 1789. If they were female, and married 
when they were 20 or under, they would already have a “guardian” in the form of their 
husband. So the 1789-1809 range still applies. 

Most of your educated guesses fit within the estimated ranges.  

• Elizabeth Guthrey  

Your guess: 1784 / Est. Range: 1766 - 1782. 

Elizabeth was already a widow in 1809. She is presumed to be of legal age (over 21) and 
therefore born before 1788. 

A man inferred to be her son, Francis ‘Frank’ Cox, the administrator of her estate, was 30-39 
years old during the 1830 census making his est. birth year bet. 1791 - 1800. 

If Elizabeth was 18 - 25 years of age at the time of Frank’s birth she would have been born no 
earlier than 1766 and no later than 1782. 

I think it is likely Elizabeth might have been a little older than Bernard. 

• Bernard Guthrey 
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Your guess: Abt. 1782  / Est. Range: 1776 - 1788. 

Based on the fact that he is the one to initiate legal action by suing his siblings, he is probably 
the eldest son. 

He also has a legal right to bring suit of his own accord rather than have a guardian do it, so he 
is also over 21 in 1809 indicating that he was born before 1788. 

The 1820 census lists him in the 26-44 year old category indicating his birth range is 1776 - 1794. 
Since we know he was born prior to 1788, this narrows it down to 1776 - 1788. 

• Sarah ’Sallie’ Guthrey 

Your guess:  1786 / Est. Range: 1776 - 1788. 

Sallie is not identified as a minor, which indicates she is born prior to 1788.  

The 1820 census lists her as 26-44, which makes her birth range 1776 - 1794. Then we narrow it 
down to 1776 - 1788. 

This puts her between 19 and 31 at her marriage to Charles Lewis in 1807. 

• Mary ‘Polly’ Guthrey 

Your guess: Abt. 1788 / Est. Range: 1791 - 1800 

Polly was considered a minor in 1809, so her birth range would be 1788 - 1809. 

She was not assigned a permanent guardian in 1811, suggesting that she was of full age (over 
21) or married by that date. 

The 1830 census shows her in the 30 - 39 year old category making her estimated birth range 
1791 - 1800, which is within the original range. 

• Ann Guthrey 

Your guess: 1790  /  Est. Range: 1788 - 1790 

Ann was a minor in 1809 making her est. range 1788 - 1809. 

Not assigned a permanent guardian in 1811 making her DOB before 1790, probably born 
between 1788 - 1790. 

Ann was listed in the same category as husband John Wheeler in 1830 at 20 - 29 making her est. 
range 1801 - 1810, which is probably listing her as younger than actual age. 

The 1850 census indicates that Ann was born about 1790, which is consistent with the 1840 
census listing her as 40 - 49 (born 1791 - 1800). She is also listed as 2 yrs older than John. 
Probably still listing her a little younger than actual age. 
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• Walker Guthrey 

Your guess: Abt. 1790 / 1788 - 1805 

Walker was a minor in 1809 making his birth range 1788-1809. 

The 1850 census lists Walker as being 60 years of age. Born 1790. 

The 1840 census as 50-59 (1781-1790) 

The 1830 census as 20-29 (1801-1810) - This is the only census that doesn’t fit within the original 
range. 

The 1820 census as 16-25 (1795-1804) 

Walker Guthrey was already in the military as a private during the War of 1812, listed on his 
own during the 1820 census. His first marriage seems to have happened in the early 1820s as the 
oldest inferred son, Henry, was born about 1823. 

If Walker was no younger than 18 at the time of Henry’s birth, he would have been born about 
1805.  

Since he was a minor in 1808 that makes his birth range between 1788 - 1805. 

• Thomas Guthrey 

Headstone: 1796 / Est. Range: 1791 - 1809 

Est. DOB range based on requirement of guardian assigned in Sep 1811. Thomas would have 
been under the age of 21, born after 1790, and likely born no later than 1809 in the 
months following his father's death. 

• Nancy Guthrey 

Your guess:  1799 / Est. Range: 1788 - 1790 

Nancy was in the group of minors, so born between 1788-1809, but not in the group still 
requiring a guardian in 1811. 

Nancy Guthrey is likely to be a hot topic for discussion as she is the one whose identity has 
been co-opted by a cousin for quite some time. 

Evidence now proves hat this Nancy Guthrey was the second wife of Gulielmus Coleman Jr. I 
will discuss that situation in detail later. Looking at the 1850 census, the wife of GC Jr was 50 
years of age, so born about 1800. The 1860 census lists her as 55, so born about 1805. Both dates 
are considerably younger than the estimated DOB for Henry’s daughter. However, either then 
or now it is not unusual for women to cease to age, even if it is just for the census taker. 
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• David Guthrey 

Your guess: 1802 / Est. Range: 1790 - 1809 

David was still a minor in 1811 when his mother died requiring a permanent guardian be 
assigned.  

• Martha Guthrey 

Your guess: 1805 / Est. Range: 1790 - 1809 

Martha was still a minor in 1811 when her mother died requiring a permanent guardian be 
assigned.  

The 1850 census lists her as 45, so born about 1805. 

• Henry Sidney Guthrey 

Headstone: 1807 / Est. Range: 1790 - 1809 

One of our Y-DNA participants is a direct descendant who matches the GFG4 genetic profile.  

The Guthrie-Coleman Connections: 

Sometimes when reviewing a family tree online things don’t quite add up. Maybe there’s a little 
red flag that pops up, but for whatever reason we let it go. We accept it and move on. It is not 
until new information is unearthed that we realize our instincts were correct and that there is a 
significant issue that needs to be fixed. Not only might it affect you, but hundreds of cousins 
with the same error in their trees. 

This seems to be one of those times. This case involves three related women by the name Nancy 
Guthrey, two of whom married Gulielmus Coleman Jr 1789-1856. Descendants have mistakenly 
attached Nancy, the daughter of William ‘Buck’ Guthrie and Elizabeth Turner Coleman, rather 
than Nancy, the daughter of Henry Guthrie and Patience ‘Patsy’ (MNU) to their trees. 

Current family trees list the following marriages for Gulielmus Coleman Jr: 

1 - Nancy Ann (Guthrie) White, daughter of William Guthrey & Rebecca Noel  
2 - Nancy Turner Guthrie, daughter of William ‘Buck’ Guthrey & Elizabeth Turner Coleman  

There is far more to consider than marriages to women of the same name. Look at the actual 
relationships between them. 
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William Guthrie / Rebecca Noel 

| 

  William ‘Buck’ Guthrie (son)        Nancy Ann Guthrie (dau) 
    Elizabeth Turner Coleman             Gulielmus Coleman Jr (1st marriage) 

          | 

  Nancy Turner Guthrie 
       (Niece of Nancy Ann Guthrie) 

Note that Nancy Turner Guthrie is the daughter of Nancy Ann’s brother Buck making her the 
niece of Gulielmus Coleman Jr by marriage.  

Also…. 

Nancy Turner Guthrie is Gulielmus Coleman Jr’s niece by blood because she is the daughter of 
his sister Elizabeth Turner Coleman. 

Gulielmus Coleman Sr / Eleanor Turner 

| 

  Gulielmus Coleman Jr (son)  Elizabeth Turner Coleman (dau) 
            Nancy Ann Guthrie (1st wife)                      William ‘Buck’ Guthrie 

               | 

            Nancy Turner Guthrie 
               (Niece of Gulielmus Coleman Jr) 

Considering that this was Colonial Virginia, it seems highly unlikely that a marriage between an 
uncle and his niece would be approved. If there is a precedent I am certain it was rare. So, 
there’s our red flag. 

Something is definitely “rotten in Denmark”— or in this case, Cumberland County, Virginia. 
You really don’t see that until you plug in the previous Coleman generation to realize just how 
close a relationship it would be.  

The evidence found documenting Gulielmus Coleman Jr performing legal duties in the right of 
his wife Nancy, in the civil case initiated by her brother, Bernard, and as an administrator for her 
brother David is proof that his second wife has been misidentified. Those family relationships 
are spelled out in the legal documents verifying that it was Nancy Guthrey, daughter of Henry 
and Patience ‘Patsy’ Guthrey was that wife. 

Here is how that probably happened. 
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American Guthrie and Allied Families author Lawrence R Guthrie (LRG) collected much of his 
information through correspondence. There is a whole section on The Colemans, which you 
have probably seen. This appears to be the main source for the Who’s Who of Coleman-Guthrie 
connections. AGAF page 524 actually states that Gulielmus Coleman Jr’s 2nd wife was "Nancy 
Guthrie, who was born about 1800, and was a sister of Henry Guthrie. She was a second or third 
cousin of the first wife.”  

They were, in fact, first cousins as both Nancy Ann and Nancy were granddaughters of Thomas 
Guthrey and Sarah Oakes. 

The public ignored the fact that LRG revealed that the 2nd wife had a brother named Henry. As 
far as I know, William Guthrie and Rebecca Noel’s children do not include a son by that name. 
That important clue was completely overlooked. 

The actual 2nd wife of Gulielmus Coleman Jr, namely Nancy Guthrey, daughter of Henry and 
Patsy, does indeed have a brother named Henry. He was her youngest sibling, whom we have 
now confirmed to be Henry Sidney Guthrey. 

Another confusing element in the records is the documentation for GC Jr’s first marriage: 

The transcription of Gulielmus Coleman Jr’s first marriage, to Nancy Ann (Guthrie) White 
occurring on 1 Jul 1812 is recorded as being to Sarah White. 

The AGAF story states that his wife was the ‘Widow White’ nee Nancy Ann Guthrie, the 
daughter of William Guthrey and Rebecca Noel, who was first married to James White. They 
had one child, names Sarah Howard White, who later married her stepfather’s brother, John 
Stanbeck Coleman.  

Gulielmus Coleman and his first wife, Nancy Ann (Guthrie) White, had several children.  

Then we have the second marriage between Gulielmus Coleman and Nancy Guthrey in 
Cumberland County, Virginia on 20 Mar 1826. The data also comes from a transcript rather than 
an original marriage license or certificate and does not list the names of Nancy’s parents. 

Question #1 

Nancy Turner Guthrie’s birth date is documented as 30 Mar 1806. Is that truly the DOB of the 
daughter of William ‘Buck’ Guthrie and Elizabeth Turner Coleman, or is that the DOB for the 
wife of Gulielmus Coleman Jr? Other children in that family have specific DOB listed, so it is 
most likely the DOB associated with Buck’s daughter. 

For Nancy, daughter of Henry and Patsy, we are back at the starting point of 1788 - 1809 as a 
broad estimate of her DOB. 

Nancy did not marry Gulielmus until 1826. Where was she during the 1820 census? Not with 
brother Bernard. Possibly with sister Elizabeth Cox, but I don’t know where she is in 1820 either. 
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She does not appear to be living with her sister Sallie Lewis. Walker had his own household in 
1820 but was listed on his own. 

Question #2 

Are the children currently noted to belong to Gulielmus Coleman Jr and Nancy Turner Guthrie 
truly children of Nancy? 

The 1850 census lists Gulielmus Coleman 61, wife Nancy 50, Judith 20, David 18, Josiah 15, 
Marietta 12, and Nancy 10. Presumably these would all be Nancy’s children, and the 
grandchildren of Henry & Patsy. 

Gulielmus died in 1856. The 1860 census lists widow Nancy as 55 years old. Widows are 
allowed to age more slowly. ;) 

She is listed with children Josiah 26, Pocahontas 22 (wife of Josiah and daughter of Edward 
Travis Guthrie and Louisa Cook Garnett), and Nannie T 19. 

The DOD given for Nancy Turner Guthrie is 4 Jul 1878 Virginia. This corresponds to a Nancy T 
Coleman Death and Burial Record for Dinwiddle County, VA listing a DOB of 1809. The Find a 
Grave site indicates she was the wife of John H Coleman. That does not seem to be the correct 
DOD for Nancy, wife of Gulielmus Coleman, but it could certainly be a clue about the actual 
marriage for Nancy Turner Coleman. 

Judith Guthrie, daughter of Gulielmus and wife Nancy, married Edward Gillam. Their youngest 
son was named Sidney. 

Marietta married John G Seay. The Seay name also pops up in your papers. 

[PH:  Gulielmus Coleman had to be married to Nancy Guthrey, the daughter of Henry, on 
January 3, 1831, from the letter filed with the Clerk of Madison County AL, in which he is 
named as a legatee “in right of his wife Nancy, formerly Nancy Guthrey”. The same language is 
used in the letter on March 13, 1833. In the last letter, written on October 3, 1833, which he wrote 
himself, he makes no mention of Nancy, alive or dead. But she was almost certainly alive] 

The language used certainly makes it sound as if Nancy was alive at that time. Otherwise he 
would be acting on behalf of their children.  

I definitely think that Nancy, daughter of Henry is the one who married Gulielmus Coleman in 
1826. 

[PH:  Gulielmus Coleman drew one of the four lots for the division of the slaves of the deceased 
William Guthrey on Sep 24, 1827. Neither of William’s two daughters is mentioned by name, 
only their husbands. But in other documents, William’s daughter Sarah was married to James 
Apperson. So Gulielmus Coleman was married to Nancy, daughter of William. And he was 
married to her well before he was married to Nancy, daughter of Henry. We can’t tell from this 
whether Nancy was living or dead in 1827, but she must have been dead, since Gulielmus had 
already remarried] 
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Sarah was 19 in 1805 when she married James Apperson. Wm Guthrey’s consent was required 
as she was under legal age. Sarah died in 1836.  

[PH: In the division of Rebecca (Noell) Guthrey’s estate, as filed on Nov 2, 1837, one of the four 
shares went to “the representatives of Nancy Coleman, who was Nancy Guthrey, consisting of 
Sarah W. Coleman, John Coleman, and Virgil Coleman”. Those were Nancy’s children, meaning 
Nancy, daughter of William, was dead. And Nancy, daughter of William, had to have been 
married to Gulielmus early enough to have those children, none of whom had guardians, thus 
all three adults in 1837. There is a possibility that Nancy, daughter of William, was a widow 
when she married Gulielmus, and the children weren’t his, but I think it unlikely that they 
would not have kept their original surname if that were the case] 

Nancy Ann, was older than her sister Sarah by 3 years. She was first married to James White 8 
Dec 1803. (I can’t find an original or transcript of said marriage record.) That is why AGAF talks 
about Gulielmus Coleman Jr first marrying the “Widow White” nee Nancy Ann Guthrie, 
daughter of William. 

Sarah W Coleman was Nancy’s daughter by James White who married John Stanbeck Coleman 
on 29 Oct 1822 when she was 18 years old. The other children mentioned above are all listed 
with DOB after the 1812 marriage to the “Widow White” which is the one with the transcript 
listing the bride as Sarah. It would be nice to see the original record if we could ever access it. 

[PH: Could the 1812 marriage of Sarah White have been to Gulielmus Coleman Sr?]  
[AG: No, because his wife Eleanor (Turner) Coleman  did not die until 1828.] 

Here is a random find…. The Slueth Book For Genealogists. It has a big section on the Coleman 
Family. This may answer the questions you have below about Sr’s age. p133 actually discusses 
Sr’s age estimating [his birth year] to be about 1758. The author is also using AGAF as one of its 
sources for info. 

According to The Sleuth Book, Gulielmus Coleman Sr’s widow wrote a will in 1823. Was this 
widow Eleanor (Turner) Coleman? … FHL Film #007644345 img 178 lists Coleman, Eleanor, 
Will - liber No 7 folio 204. 

Written 26 Sep 1823. Mentions her daughter Elizabeth Guthry (married to William ‘Buck’ 
Guthrie’). 

Since the Gulielmus Coleman 1812 marriage to “Sarah White” occurred during the lifetime of 
Sr’s marriage to Eleanor, this seems to be evidence that the 1812 marriage was indeed Jr’s 
marriage. Whether or not there was a “Sarah” White or if that was a transcription error on the 
index card still needs to be reviewed. I don’t know if the original images are available online. 

Online trees list Sr’s DOD as 29 May 1825. Administration of his estate was filed 23 Oct 1826 
with Jr as his admin. (Cumberland Co VA Wills, liber No 8, folios 341-347.) I cannot find his will 
assuming there was one. 

The DOB for GC Jr is listed as 1 Feb 1789 (I have no original source for it), which would make 
him 31 in 1820. Nancy Ann’s DOB is given as 1 Feb 1783 (Note both on 1 Feb. Red flag.). She 
was a ‘widow’, so the fact that she is older than GC Jr by 6 yrs makes sense.  
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[PH: Turning to AGAF and family trees. The trees are clearly incorrect that the Nancy Guthrey 
who married in 1826 was the daughter of Buck Guthrie and Elizabeth Coleman (unless 
Gulielmus managed to sandwich in a third Nancy Guthrey between the other two)] 

LOL. Give him a chance. He’s on a roll. 

Agreed.  
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