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Addendum #1 
Nancy Guthrey and Gulielmus Coleman 

 

Ann Guthrie kindly read through the manuscript of Thomas Guthrey (1796-1890) of McMinn 
County, Tennessee, and spotted a significant error in my interpretation of the marriages between 
Gulielmus Coleman and two Nancy Guthreys who were first cousins. After several rounds of 
comments back and forth (see Addendum 2), the following account appears to fit the known 
facts. All events took place in Cumberland County, Virginia. 

In outline, in 1812 Gulielmus Coleman Jr married Nancy White, a widow who was born Nancy 
Guthrey, daughter of William Guthrey. This Nancy died, probably around 1822. In 1826, 
Gulielmus married Nancy Guthrey, daughter of Henry Guthrey, who was William Guthrey’s 
brother. 

Lawrence Guthrie’s American Guthrie and Allied Families (AGAF) states the following about 
Gulielmus Coleman Jr:1 

 

 

AGAF mentions the brothers of each Nancy Guthrey, but not the fathers, who were William 
and Henry Guthrey. They were brothers, so the two Nancy Guthreys were first cousins. 

 
1 Lawrence R. Guthrie, American Guthrie and Allied Families, Kerr Printing Company, Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania, 1933, pp 523-524. 



2 
 

Only one person named White appears on Cumberland County tax lists in the decade of the 
1800s, a James White, who was only on the list in 1803, 1804, and 1805, so he may have been the 
first husband of Nancy Guthrey, the daughter of William.2 

A seemingly major problem crops up in trying to document the first marriage of Gulielmus to 
Nancy (Guthrey) White, because an index record seems to contradict this. 

 

The name Sarah may simply have amounted to a transcription error from the actual marriage 
bond (see below). In any case, Nancy’s father, William Guthrey, pledged himself as security 
($500 was typical), should Gulielmus fail to follow through. 

Gulielmus Jr can be found on each census from 1810 through 1850. 

• In 1810, he was single, living in a household consisting of three males between 16 and 25. 
There were no slaves. 

• In 1820, he appears to have been married. The household consisted of a man and woman 
each between 26 and 44 plus a girl between 10 and 15 and two boys and a girl under 10. This 
matches perfectly the four children of Nancy Guthrey (daughter of William) as listed in 
AGAF. The household also had a male and a female aged 45 and older, possibly an aged 
uncle and aunt.3 They had 3 slaves. 

• In 1830, the family consisted of a male between 40 and 49 (Gulielmus, born ~1789), a female 
between 20 and 29 (the second Nancy, born about 1799), and nine children. None of the 
children of the second Nancy listed in AGAF had yet been born, so there are many children 
in the household unaccounted for. They had 22 slaves, some of which were inherited from 
Gulielmus Sr. 

• In 1840 Gulielmus was in the 50 to 59 age group and Nancy in the 40 to 49 group. They had 
six children living with them, four of whom were under ten years old and must have been 
the four of the second Nancy’s listed in AGAF. They had 23 slaves. 

• In 1850, Gulielmus (age 61) and Nancy (age 50) lived with five children, including all four of 
the second Nancy’s listed in AGAF. They had 22 slaves. 

 
2 Some family trees have James White as Nancy Guthrey’s husband, married 8 Dec 1803, though no bond 
is on file in Cumberland County. 
3 Note that the entry on the 1820 census indexed as Gulielmus Coleman Jr is actually Gulielmus Coleman 
Sr (male and female > 44 and a male, possibly son Augustus, between 16 and 25). The line with the actual 
Gulielmus Coleman Jr is directly above that of the senior, but was not indexed, probably because the 
name is hard to read, though the rest of it is not. 
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On Sep 24, 1827, Gulielmus Coleman drew one of the four lots for the division of the slaves of 
the deceased William Guthrey.4 Neither of William’s two daughters, Sarah or Nancy, was 
mentioned by name, only their husbands.5  But in other documents, William’s daughter Sarah 
was married to James Apperson. So Gulielmus Coleman, who in 1827 was married to the 
second Nancy Guthrey, had been previously married to Nancy, the daughter of William 
Guthrey.  

On January 3, 1831, a letter was filed with the Clerk of Madison County, Alabama, in which 
children of Henry Guthrey were named.6 He had died in 1807, and the matter before the court 
was the distribution of the property of Bernard Guthrey, the oldest son of Henry, who died 
unmarried in 1822, with all but one of his siblings as heirs. Gulielmus Coleman was named as a 
legatee “in right of his wife Nancy, formerly Nancy Guthrey”. The same language was used in 
another letter filed with the court on March 13, 1833, which Gulielmus himself wrote.7  

These documents are proof that Gulielmus Coleman Jr was married to both Nancy Guthreys, 
and was married to Nancy, the daughter of William Guthrey, before Nancy, the daughter of 
Henry Guthrey. 

As for the 1812 bond for the marriage of Gulielmus Coleman to Sarah White, the most likely 
explanation still appears to be that the name on the bond was actually Nancy White and the 
indexer made an error, perhaps confusing this bond with that for the 1822 marriage of the real 
Sarah White with John L. Coleman, also secured by William Guthrey. Yet that introduces yet 
another problem, because Sarah White, the daughter of James White and Nancy Guthrey, 
married John Stanback Coleman (as per AGAF), the brother of Gulielmus Jr, not John L. 
Coleman as indexed. Perhaps just an indication that the indexer was somewhat error-prone. 

 

 

  

 

 
4 Cumberland County Will Book 8, p 330. 
5 This had to be Gulielmus Jr, because Gulielmus Sr died in 1823; Administration of his estate was 
granted to Gulielmus Jr and Benjamin Coleman on October 27, 1823 (Cumberland County Court Order 
Book 1822-1823, p 438). 
6 Madison County Deed Book O, pp 438-440. 
7 Madison County Deed Book O, pp 505-506. 


